CITY OF ST. CHARLES
ORDINANCE #561
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ST. CHARLES, MINNESOTA, AMENDING ST. CHARLES CODE TO DEFINE ACCESSORY BUIILDINGS.
THE CITY OF ST. CHARLES DOES ORDAIN (deleted material is enclosed in brackets and lined out; new material is underlined; subsections which are not being amended are omitted):

Section 1.  Title XV: Land Usage, Chapter 152: Zoning, Section 152.02 Definitions., of the City Code of St. Charles, Minnesota, be amended as follows:
§ 152.02 DEFINITIONS.
ACCESSORY BUILDING, STRUCTURE OR USE. A subordinate building, structure or use which is clearly incidental and customary to the main or principal building, structure or use on the same lot.  

Section 2.  Title XV: Land Usage, Chapter 152: Zoning, Section 152.41 Regulations; General., Paragraph (C) Accessory Buildings., of the City Code of St. Charles, Minnesota, be amended as follows:
§ 152.41 REGULATIONS; GENERAL.

(C) Accessory buildings. 


(3) (a) A detached accessory building shall not be located in any required front yard. Detached accessory buildings in residential districts shall not exceed 1 story or 16 feet in height and shall not occupy more than 10% of the lot area.


(b) A distance of open space between the principal building and the detached accessory building plus the distance of open space between the detached accessory building and the side yard must be at least 10 feet; however, a detached accessory building may not be built nearer than 5 feet to the principal structure nor nearer than 2-1/2 feet to the side or rear lot line.


(c) A detached accessory building opening onto an alley shall be set back at least 20 feet from the alley right of way; if the detached accessory building is located off an alley but does not open into the alley, a distance of at least 2-1/2 feet shall be maintained between the building and the alley right of way, except that a 2 stall garage may be used jointly and solely by the families living on 2 adjacent lots and may be built so as to place 1 stall on each side or rear lot line, provided that the 2 stalls are separated by a fire wall.


(d) No more than a maximum of three (3) accessory structures shall exist on a property in any residential zone.


(e) Cloth, canvas, plastic sheeting, tarps, or any material used for agricultural purposes are not allowed as primary building material on any accessory structure in any residential zone. This limitation shall not apply to a greenhouse. Pre-engineered structures meeting all applicable Minnesota Building Code such as carports are permitted.

(f) Semi-trailer, railroad or similar type storage containers are prohibited in any residential district as a permitted accessory structure.

(4) Accessory buildings on any corner lot in an R-1, R-1M, R-2 or R-3 District shall be at least 6 feet from the rear lot line when the rear lot line of the corner lot is the same as the side lot line of an adjoining lot in an R-1, R-1M, R-2 or R-3 District.


(5) Accessory buildings for single-family attached dwellings may be attached to other buildings in the lot's building area and/or in the rear yard providing the applicant records a covenant and deed restriction on all properties which will abut the common lot line (0-lot line). These covenants and deed restriction shall provide the following:


(a) Access to the abutting property for the adjacent property owner and/or the adjacent property owner's representative for the purpose of constructing, reconstructing, repairing and maintaining either side on the total property;


(b) Necessary encroachments for footings and eaves for the building; and


(c) Restrictions to limit changes of color, material and design of the accessory building to insure it is compatible with the attached building.


(6) In any zoning district, no accessory building or structure shall be erected or constructed prior to the erection or construction of the principal or main building or structure, but may be erected simultaneously. Only in the case whereby a vacant lot is purchased by an adjoining land owner, may an accessory building be erected or constructed alone given the lots are surveyed by a registered land surveyor and recorded as one property description and any accessory structure meets all setback, lot coverage, and height provisions.  

(7) All accessory buildings located in the R-1, R-1M, R-2, or R-3 districts shall be made of materials customarily found in residential zones. Accessory buildings of less than one hundred twenty (120) square feet shall use appropriate materials and design features clearly customary and typical of the character of buildings or structures in the district in which it is located as determined by the Zoning Administrator or his designee.

Section 3:  This Ordinance shall take effect thirty days after its publication. 

Adopted this ____ day of ______________, 2013 by the City Council of the City of St. Charles, Minnesota. 
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William J. Spitzer, Mayor 
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 ______________________________ 

Nick Koverman, City Administrator
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