ST. CHARLES FARMERS’ MARKET RULES
Vendor Eligibility
	The St. Charles Farmers’ Market is primarily a producer-only market.  A producer is defined as the person who grows or makes the product and may also include the producer’s immediate family, partners, employees, or local cooperatives.
1) Only approved vendors may sell products at the St. Charles Farmers’ Market
2) Vendors may not sell products in their stall which have been grown or produced by another person or farm.
3) Vendors must submit an application to the Farmers’ Market Board. Applications may be updated during the season. Applications will be considered on the merits of the application and the dynamic make up of the market. 
4) All vendors must sign a release of liability statement
5) Certain products are subject to regulation under state, local, and federal law. Vendors must comply with applicable regulations, and bear sole responsibility for complying with said regulations.  
Eligible Products
	The St. Charles Farmers’ Market strives to be a local, producer-only market with an emphasis on agricultural and artisan products. It is understood that some ingredients such as spices, sugar, and other minor ingredients used in the preparation of products may not be available for purchase locally. However, the final product must be locally produced. 
Market Day 
1) Market hours are 3pm-6pm every Tuesday starting in May ending in October. Start and End dates are determined by the Farmers’ Market Board
2) Set up begins at 2pm and vendors must arrive no later than 2:45pm. No vehicles may move in the area of the Market during the Market hours.  All vendors must stay until the end of the market unless approved by the market coordinator.
3) No stalls will be assigned but will be filled in on a first come first serve basis each day of the market. Starting from the north and filling in to the south unless considerable needs dictate otherwise. 
4) A vendor must be present at their stall when it is in operation, except when in need someone other than the vendor may “stall sit”. 
5) Each vendor is responsible for cleaning up refuse, waste, or plant material from their stall and the area surrounding. Vendors may use City trash containers.
6) Each vendor must supply their own tables, scales, and other equipment.  Tables are required unless waived by the Farmers’ Market Board. Canopies are highly recommended but should not be larger than 10x12ft.  
7) Music or other entertainment shall be approved by the Farmers’ Market Board 
8) No idling cars during market hours. 
9) As per the Minnesota Rules the only animals allowed in the area of operation are police dogs and service animals, such as patrol or disability assistance dogs. 
10) Alcoholic beverages and smoking are prohibited in the market location before, during and after the market.
11) Special consideration can be approved by the market coordinator.
Rules of Conduct
1) Each vendor is responsible for reading and understanding the rules.
2) Vendors must guarantee customer satisfaction for all goods sold. 
3) Label home canned goods with your name and address.  Post Sign:  THESE CANNED GOODS ARE HOMEMADE AND NOT SUBJECT TO STATE INSPECTION.  Label home baked goods with your name and address.  Post sign:  THESE PRODUCTS ARE HOMEMADE AND NOT SUBJECT TO STATE INSPECTION.  
4) Seller attending the market must have signs displaying their name or farm name and their town location.  All vendors agree to abide by fair business practices.  ALL PRICES NEED TO BE CLEARLY VISIBLE TO MARKET CUSTOMERS.
5) Treat other vendors and customers with respect
6) No downplaying or undercutting other vendors quality, pricing or products.  Gross undercutting hurts everyone.  Pay attention to what others are charging for similar products and price accordingly.
7) Hold Harmless Indemnification –All vendors participating in the St. Charles Farmers’ Market shall be individually and severally liable to the St. Charles Farmers’ Market Association and Board members, Winona County, and/or City of St. Charles for any loss, personal injury, deaths, and/or any other damage that may occur as a result of the vendor’s actions or sales, and all vendors hereby agree to indemnify and save the St. Charles Farmers Market Association and Board members, Winona County, and the City of St. Charles harmless from any loss, cost, damages, and other expenses, including attorneys’ fees, suffered or incurred by the St. Charles Farmers’ Market Association and Board members, Winona County, and/or City of St. Charles by reasons of the vendor’ actions or sales, or that of its interns, agents, assignees’, and/or employees. 
8) All vendors participating in the St. Charles Farmers’ Market will be responsible for filling out an incident report and turning it into the St. Charles Farmers Market Board if a safety incident occurs at the market.  The incident report must be filled out the day the incident occurs.
9) In the event someone wishes to file a complaint, the complaint shall be in written form and provided to the Farmers’ Market Board who will investigate and review the complaint. The Board will take appropriate action which may include education, letter of warning, abatement ordered, suspension, or the loss of selling privileges. No action may be required if the complaint is found to be invalid.  
10) The Board may by unanimous consent dismiss frivolous complaints.
Fee Structure
Full Season Membership: $50
Limited Market Fee: $10 per market day –up to 3 times. 
11 Week Fee $25
· Electricity availability is very limited. Requests will be evaluated and the Board will seek future options.
