
    

Cash in on Energy Efficiency! 
 
Since 2012, St. Charles Public Utilities has been 
offering rebates for business and residential 
customers for installing energy efficient technologies.  
Now is the time to receive your rebates for approved 
electric savings projects you have performed in 
2016.  For more information, please go to: 
 
http://www.stcharlesmn.org/business/energy-star-
rebates.html 
 

Appliance Rebates 

Refrigerators $150 

Dishwashers $100 

Clothes Washers $125 

Room Air Conditioners $15 

Dehumidifiers (Recycle old and 
purchase new to qualify) $15 

Freezers $150 

Energy Saving Power Strips $15* 

Heating and Cooling Equipment Rebates 

Central Air Conditioners (>14 
SEER) $200 / with building permit 

Air Source Heat Pump (>90% 
Efficient) 

$150 /  with building 
permit 

Geothermal Heat Pumps $200 / ton minimum 

Furnace ECM Fan Motor $50* 

Custom (Pre-approval required) Up to $0.15/kWh Saved 

Lighting Rebates 

Light Fixtures $20 / See Rebate App 

LED Bulbs (<10 Watts) Lesser of $15 / 50% Cost  

LED Bulbs (>10 Watts) Lesser of $15 / 50% Cost 

LED Light Fixtures Lesser of $20 / 50% Cost 

CFL 50% of Cost 

Business Rebates 

Custom Projects Up to $0.15/kWh saved 

 

Air Conditioning Tune Up Rebates (Act Now) 
 

The City of St. Charles is offering Air Conditioning 
Rebates for Residential and Commercial customers.  
 

1. Acquire the AC Tune-up form at St. Charles 
City Hall or online at 
http://www.stcharlesmn.org/business/document
s/SC_AC_Tuneup.pdf. 

2. Have a licensed contractor complete the AC tune-
up ensuring that all steps are completed as 
described on the AC Tune-up form. 

3. Work with your contractor to fill in and complete 
all portions of the AC Tune-up form. 

4. Bring the completed AC Tune-up form as well as 
the tune-up invoice to St. Charles City Hall. 

5. St. Charles Public Utilities will offer a rebate of 
$50 per central AC tune-up to be received by 
check within 4-6 weeks. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recycle Your Old Appliances and Get Cash Back 
From St. Charles Utility! 
 
Did you know that old refrigerator in the garage is 
costing you roughly $100 a year to operate?  Turn in 
your old inefficient appliances: refrigerators, freezers, 
window air conditioners, and dehumidifiers to receive 
cash back from St. Charles Public Utilities. 
Stop by City Hall first to pick up your rebate 
application then drop items off at Timm’s Salvage. 
 
Recycling rebates include: 
• $35 per refrigerator – limit one per household 
• $35 per freezer - limit one per household 
• $15 per window air conditioner - limit two per 
household 
• $15 per dehumidifier - limit two per household 
 
For more information call City Hall at 507-932-3020. 

 

 

Inside this Issue: 
1. Cash in on Energy 

Efficiency 
2. Tune Up your Air 

Conditioner and Save 
3. Energy Tips: Did You 

Know? 
4. Color Temperature 

The Light Post             Spring 2016 

T 
H 
E 
 

L 
I 
G 
H 
T 
 

P 
O 
S 
T 



LED: When to Upgrade? 
Incandescent lamps: Replacing 
with LED lowers energy 
consumption by 75%.  Therefore, 
immediately replace any 
incandescent lamps that operate 1 
hour per day or more with LED’s 
before they burn out to maximize 
your energy savings. 

Compact Fluorescent Lamps: 
Replacing with LED lowers energy 
consumption by 25%.  Replace with 
LED once lamp burns out or if on a 
dimmable circuit. 

LED lamps: It is not cost effective 
to replace older LED lamps with 
new LED lamps as the efficiency 
improvement is marginal.  You may 
choose to replace them if the color 
temperature isn’t to your liking, the 
lamp isn’t aesthetically pleasing, or 
the lamp is not dimmable. 

Smart Strips: What Are They? 
Phantom power is the energy wasted 
by any item that consumes electricity 
when it is not being used.  A Smart 
Power Strips is power designed to 
cut power to items in standby mode 
when they are not being used.  
When used in conjunction with home 
theatre or desktop computer setups, 
smart strips can save you up to $30 
per year!  Better yet, St. Charles will 
give you a $15 rebate for purchasing 
one! 
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Try This and Save on 
Summer Cooling… 

 

• Use fans instead of AC, fans 
operate at a fraction of the 
cost of mechanical cooling. 

• Pull your shades, solar gain 
through glass can really heat 
up a house. 

• Night purge, open windows 
in the evening and close 
them up tight during the heat 
of the day. 

• Plant shade trees, they 
capture CO2 while providing 
shade 

• Control air conditioner run 
time with a programmable 
thermostat.  Setting the 
temperature up during 
unoccupied times reduces 
your air conditioning costs 

• Take cold showers! 
 

 

One of the biggest complaints customers have about CFL and LED lamps is that it doesn’t 
look right in their space or it doesn’t look like the old incandescent lamp it replaced.  If your 
goal is to have your new CFL or LED lamps look like an incandescent lamp, look for a 2700K 
color temperature or “Warm White” listed on the packaging.  If you like the interior space to 
feel more like daylight, look for a 5000K color temperature or “Daylight” on the packaging.  
Use the above chart to find out appropriate applications for the various color temperatures. 
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