MINUTES of the ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL
For Tuesday, July 10, 2012 held at 7:00 p.m. at
830 Whitewater Avenue
St. Charles, Minnesota

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Councilmen:
John Schaber
Dave Braun
Orv Dahl 
Wayne Getz
Mayor Bill Spitzer

STAFF PRESENT:
Bill Angerman (WHKS), Rick Engstrom (WHKS), and Nick Koverman (City Administrator).

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Jason Gilman (Winona County Planner), Nola Dunn, Geoff Griffin, Sandra Troendle, Nathan Lien, Gary Dunn, Collin Johnson, Collin Johnson, Cathy Groebner, and Nathan Campbell (St. Charles Press). 

1.  ESTABLISH QUOROM/CALL TO ORDER
Quorum was established with Mayor Spitzer calling the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. APPROVAL of the AGENDA: 
Motion to approve the agenda: Wayne Getz
No discussion.
Motion carried.

4. APPROVAL of the MINUTES
-June 12, 2012
Motion to approve: John Schaber
No discussion.
Motion declared carried

-June 26, 2012
Motion to approve: Orv Dahl
No discussion.
Motion declared carried

5. APPROVAL of the July PAYABLES
Motion to approve payables:  Dave Braun

6. Notices and Communications.  None.

7. Reports of Boards and Committees:  Various reports were given by Council. Rick Engstrom provided an update on the progress of the Well #3 rehabilitation.

8. Ordinance #555 Amending the Zoning R-1 to C-2 (Kwik Trip Expansion). Mayor Spitzer asked anyone if they had any questions or concerns or changes to the proposal. With no comment, a motion was made to approve Ordinance #555 as read.
Motion to approve: John Schaber
No further discussion.
Motion carried.

9. Farm2Rail Update. Admin. Koverman began the discussion with an explanation of the events of the last few weeks with respect to the Township meeting and questions about who will be the Responsible Governing Unit (RGU) and how an Environmental Assessment Worksheet ( EAW) is completed. Admin. Koverman had asked that Bill Angerman (WHKS Engineers) be present to discuss the EAW process, but also Jason Gilman to present a letter he had drafted to the County Board outlining his position on the RGU. Admin. Koverman hoped to clarify for the Council the decision of the Township Board to allow the County to handle the  project, while the County, through the Planning Department, has expressed that the City should be the RGU if an EAW was to be done. Mr. Gilman highlighted the letter that had been sent to the County Board members and the various Comprehensive Land Use paragraphs that support that if a project of this scope required services that indeed it promoted annexation into the municipal’s corporate limits. He also outlined the concern of future annexation and how a conditional use would no longer be valid if annexed into the city limits as it was not  legally transferrable. He cited various pieces within the comprehensive plan that supported the coordination of expansion of cities into agricultural areas especially when the directly abut a city and require urban services, which the township cannot provide. In addition, he outlined the how if the county changed the land use to industrial on a city’s boundary how it would be precedent setting. He also  highlighted past experiences of businesses moving into towns that were detrimental to the land use plan by moving from one jurisdiction to another. He cited an auto repair businesses and scrapping businesses for the Council. He cited zoning restriction differences between controlling agencies and the potential consequences between Cities are typically more restrictive in their zoning regulations.
Geoff Griffin presented information that the City should be inside city limits because of the need for city sewer and water. He highlighted how the EAW would help to answer questions from neighbors and Council. He requested the Council allow staff to work with Mr. Griffin on the EAW. Clm. Braun questioned why the City was hearing the issue. Mr. Gilman helped to address the questions of how the County will help to work with the Township and City. Clm. Dahl, Getz, and Schaber expressed the need to see the EAW performed. Bill Angerman from WHKS then discussed the EAW and the process. Mayor Spitzer then discussed seeing if the County Board would provide a written endorsement of the memo provided by Mr. Gilman that would support the Planning Department’s position. Drafting a letter of request to the Board was recommended by the Council for a July 24th action. Clm. Schaber made the motion to support seeking a letter of support from the County to the effect of establishing the RGU. 
Motion to approve: John Schaber
No further discussion.
Motion declared carried.

10. Resolution #19-2012 Election Judges. The Council reviewed the list of proposed judges. A motion was made to approve Resolution #19-2012. 
Motion to approve: Wayne Getz
No further discussion.
Motion carried.

11. Resolution 20-2012 Calling for a Public Hearing (TIF District). Admin. Koverman provided an explanation of the reasoning for the public hearing that will be held on August 14, 2012 at 8:01 p.m. for a proposed business expansion. Mike Bubany will present the full information to the EDA at their 10th meeting and then be present for the 14th meeting. A motion to approve setting the public hearing was made with approval of Resolution #20-2012.
Motion to approve: John Schaber.
No further discussion.
Motion carried.

12. 2012 Gladiolus Days Schedule. The Council reviewed the proposed schedule of the Gladiolus Days events. A motion was made to approve the schedule.
Motion to approve: John Schaber
No further discussion. 
Motion carried.
A discussion was also held with respect to the ticket prices for the proposed band events on a recommendation from the Park Board. A motion was made to approve the pricing structure.
Motion to approve: John Schaber
No further discussion.
Motion carried.

13. City of Excellence Award. Mayor Spitzer highlighted for the Council the recent award given to the City for the I-90 project by the League of Minnesota Cities. The award comes from the 800+ members of the state that voted on the award through the League’s board. An application was submitted with a narrative of the Chattanooga Innovation Park and after review the project was selected to receive the City of Excellence award for the partnerships and city’s ability to move the project forward.

14. City Hall Cabinet Units. Admin. Koverman presented a bid for two additional cabinets for the City Hall entry way to be able to display more pieces that residents bring in for St. Charles history. A discussion of the placement of the two units that would match the original was discussed. A motion was made to approve the cabinets.

Motion to approve: Orv Dahl
No further discussion.
Motion carried.

15. United Methodist Church Glad Days-Street Closure. A request was made from United Methodist Church to hold a street closure for a community event. They had spoken with neighbors who are in favor of the event. A motion was made to approve the closure for the Gladiolus Days event.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz
No further discussion.
Motion carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Public Appearances. Nathan Lien at County Rd 119 asked the Council will the City consider annexation by ordinance. 

Motion to adjourn at 8:08 p.m.
Motion to approve:  John Schaber
No further discussion.
Motion declared carried.


							___________________________________
							William J. Spitzer, Mayor

Attest:  __________________________________
              Nick Koverman, City Administrator

