MINUTES of the ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL
For Tuesday, July 24, 2012 held at 7:00 p.m. at
830 Whitewater Avenue
St. Charles, Minnesota

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Councilmen:
John Schaber 
Dave Braun
Orv Dahl
Wayne Getz
Mayor Bill Spitzer

STAFF PRESENT:
Bill Eckles (Police Chief), Nick Koverman (City Administrator).

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Heather Sell, Brandon Sell, Jon Nolte, Jennifer Dessner, Robb Fast, Janis Martin, Mark Sylla, Rick Frick, T. A. Hagen, Stuart Hagen, Brian Hunter, Marie Reisdorfer, Renee Hewitt, Robbie Floerke, Justin Reisdorfer, Jeremy Newton, Rep. Steve Drazkowski, and Nathan Campbell (St. Charles Press).

1.  ESTABLISH QUOROM/CALL TO ORDER
Quorum was established with Mayor Spitzer calling the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. APPROVAL of the AGENDA: 
Motion to approve the agenda: Wayne Getz
No discussion.
Motion carried.

4. Notices and Communications. None.

5. REVIEW OF FINANCIALS.

6. Rep. Steve Drazkowski. Minnesota House of Representative Steve Drazkowski gave an update to the Council with respect to his work. The Council thanked Mr. Draskowski for his time.

11. Police Officer Swearing. Three officers took the Officers Oath: Justin Reisdorfer, Jeremy Newton, and Brandon Sell.

8. Farm2Rail Update. Admin. Koverman provided a brief update on the July 20th tour of two sites and gave an update on the letter sent to the County with respect to the City’s request for clarification of the RGU/EAW position. On hand to introduce themselves were members of the Farm2Rail. Various members outlined portions of the project including a totally “100 percent” enclosed plant. He estimated the plant at roughly $40 million and expressed that they have been working in the industry for 50 years. They expressed they would have a local office in town and wanted to be a good community business partner. They stated it would a be state-of-the-art facility and that they are working with the county and township residents to mitigate any and all concerns. The Council had a few questions and thanked them for their time and looked forward to working with them to get more information.


9. Resolution #19A-2012 Election Judges. A revised copy of the resolution was presented with an additional name for judge.
Motion to approve: John Schaber
No further discussion.
Motion declared carried.

10. 2012 Police Squad Recommendation. Chief Eckles presented information to the Council that highlighted the recommendation of the department after comparing St. Charles to comparable cities which showed more officers, more squads, and less population. He showed how many departments had at least one SUV if not more. He highlighted for the council a few of the concerns. Clm. Schaber expressed he did not see a problem with an SUV, but questioned 3 versus 4 units. Clm. Getz asked why the Dodge Durango was not part of the discussion and Chief stated he did not believe it received a state bid price, but would look into it. Clm Braun agreed. After further discussion, a motion was made to table the decision until a bid for a 4WD Durango could be seen if possible.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion to table: Dave Braun
No further discussion.
Motion declared carried.

12. Parade of Heroes Proclamation. A proclamation was made by the mayor in support of the Parade of Heroes that was taking place in the Cities. Several area communities were supporting the effort.

13. Administrator Review-Closed Session. A closed meeting was called at 8:03 p.m.
Motion to close: John Schaber
No further discussion.
Motion declared carried.

A closed meeting was held for administrator review.

A motion to close the closed meeting and reopen the public meeting was made at 8:59 p.m.

Motion: John Schaber
No further discussion.
Motion carried.

7. SMIF Presentation. Tim Penny from the Southeast Minnesota Initiative Foundation was present to provide information on the work of his organization and to ask for support in the 2013 budget season.


PUBLIC APPEARANCES
None

Motion to adjourn at 9:10 p.m.: Wayne Getz
No further discussion.
Motion declared carried.	


___________________________________
						William J. Spitzer, Mayor


Attest:  __________________________________
              Nick Koverman, City Administrator


