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· For Release 9 a.m. CST, March 26, 2010
Press Release

St. Charles, MN, March 26, 2010..City of St. Charles unveils vision for a proposed 37-acre Business Park on I-90
Tuesday, March 23rd St. Charles City Council members and residents listened to a plan regarding a proposed 37-acre business park along the I-90 corridor. Following the tragic April 18, 2009 fire at North Star Foods which destroyed the entire building, city staff along with a steering committee formed through the Economic Development Authority began working immediately with North Star Foods owners to begin planning for the rebuilding of the plant that employed nearly 250 area residents. After a mid-January announcement that the company would not be rebuilding the St. Charles Economic Development Authority felt there was still value to a vision that had been developed from numerous conversations and contacts with various state agencies, legislators, and local business owners. 

The proposed project looks to build on pre-existing infrastructure as well as current capital assets and grant programs that the City has the opportunity to take advantage of through its partnerships. 

St. Charles City Administrator Nick Koverman stated, “This proposed vision is the continued effort of the community to become economically resilient and is about positioning ourselves for future growth.” He added, “It is the hope of the committee that if we have learned anything from the loss of North Star Foods it is that we realize the importance in diversifying our assets and investments in the community.”

St. Charles Economic Development Director Cris Gastner expressed, “This opportunity would provide the community of St. Charles a ‘chip’ in the economic game of business development.” 

A Core Focus Group of businesses also reviewed the plan at an earlier presentation and provided additional support and ideas as the project continues to gain momentum.

The St. Charles City Council agreed with the value in the plan and will begin to move ahead in a phased approach as the investigation of this opportunity moves forward.
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