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HOME RULE CHARTER
CITY OF ST. CHARLES

CHAPTER 1

NAME, BOUNDARIES, POWERS
ANMD GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 1.01. NAME AND BOUNDARIES.
The City of §t. Charles in the County
of Winona and State of Minnesota, shall,
upon the taking effect of this charter,

coniinue to be a municipal corporation,
under the name and style of the City of
5t, Charles with the same boungaries as
now are or hereafter may be established.
Sec. 1.02. POWERSOF THECITY. The
city shalt have afl powers which it may
now or hereafter be possible for a
municipal corperation in this state. to
exercise in -harmony with the con-
stitutions of this state and of the United
States. It is the intention of this charter
that every power which the people of
the City of S1. Charles might lawfully con-
fer upon themselves, as a municipal cor-
poration, by specific enumeration in this
charter shall be deemed to have heen so
conferred by the - provisions of this
section. This charter shall be construed
liberaliy in faver of the city, and the
specific mention of particular powers
in the charter shall not be construed as
limiting in any way the generality of the
power herein sought to be conferred.
Sec, 1,63. CHARTER A PUBLIC ACT.
This charter shall ‘bé a public act and
need not be pleaded or proved in any.
case. it shall take effect thirty days from
and after its adoption by the voters.

CHAPTER 2

FORM OF GOVERNMENT

Sec. 2.01. FORM OF GOVERNMENT.
The muaicipal government provided by
this charter shalf be known as the Mayor-
Council plan of government subject only
to the limitations imposed by the Con-
stitution or statutes of the Siate of
Minnesota and by this charter. Ali powers
of the city except as otherwise provided
in this charter shall be vested in a mayor
and elective council, hereinafter referred
to as “the council.'’ The councii shall
exercise the legislative power of the city
and determine all matters of policy, The
city clerk administrater. (hereinafier
cailied the city clerk} shall be the head
of the administrative branch of the city
government and shall’ be responsibie
to the councit for the proper administra-
tien of all affairs refating to the city.

Sec. 2.02. BOARDS AND COMMIS-
SIONS. The council may create such de-
partments, divisions, bureaus and boards
for the administration of the city’s af-
fairs as it may deem necessary for
efficient government, and from time to
time may aiter the power and organi-
zation of such departinents, divisions,
bureaus and boards as the council may
create,

Sec, 2.03, ELECTIVE QFFICERS. The
elective officers of the city shall be the
mayor, four councitmen and the city

‘:f
i

treasurer, all of whom must be qualified
electors. The mayor shall serve for a
term of two years: the councilmen and
treasurer shall serve for terms of four
years, except as noted herein to adjust
counciimens’ terms under this charter.
All elective officer shall serve until
their successors are elected and quali-
fied.

At the first annuai election after the
adoption of this charter, the mayor,
four councilmen and the treasurer
shall be electad. The treasurer, and the
twoe counciimen raceiving the highest
number of votes shalt be elected for
the fuli term of four years. The other two
councilmen shall be elected for two year
terms after which the terms for
these positions shall be four years.

The council shall appeint three or
mete judges of city electiens.

Sec. 2.04. INCOMPATIBLE OF-
FICES. No member of the council nor
the city treasurer shall be appointed city
clerk or hold any paid municipal office
or employment under the city; and untif
one year after the expiration of his term
as mayor or councilman or treasurer, no
former elected official shall be ap-
pointed to any paid appeintive office or
employment under the city which office
or employment was created or the emalu-
ments of which were increased during
his term of office.

Sec. 2.05. VACANCIES IN THE OF-
FICE OF MAYQR, COUNCIL QR IN
THE OFFICE OF TREASURER. A
vacancy in the office of mayor, in the
cauncil or in the office of treasurer shall
be deemed to exist in ecase of the
faiture of any person elacted thereto o
qualify on or before the date of the
second reguiar meeting of the new coun-
¢il, or by reason of the death, resignation,
removal from office, removat from the
city,” continuous absence from the city
for more than three menths, or cen-
viction of a felony of any such person
whether before or a2iter his gualifi-
cations, or by reason of the failure of the
mayor or any councilman or the trea-
surer without good cause to perform any
of the duties of his office for a period
of three months. ta each such case the
council shail be resolution declare such
vacancy to exist and shail forthwith ap-
point an eligible person to fill the
vacancy until the next regular municipal
election, when the office shail be fillag
for the unexpired term.

Sec. 2.06 A, DUTIES — THE MAYOR.
The mayer shall be the presiding officer
of the council, except that the council
shali choose from its members a president
pro tem who shall hold office at the

pleasure of the council and shall serve
as president in the mayor’s absence and
as mayor in casa of the mayor’s disa-
bility or absence from the city, The mayor
shall have a vote as a member of the
council, He shall exercise alf powers and
perform ali duties cenferred and imposed
upon him by this charter, the ordin-
ances of the city, and the laws of the
state. He shall be recognized as the
official héad of the city for all cere-
monial purposes, by the courts for the
purpose of serving civil process, and
by the governor for the purposes of
martial law. He shall study the operations

of the city government and shalf report

to the council any neglect, dereliction of
duty, or waste on the part of any of-
ficer or department of the city. 1n time
of pubtic danger or emergency he may,
with the copsent of the council, take
command of the police, maintain order
and enforce the law.

Sec, 2,06 B, DUTIES == THE TREAS-
URER. The treasurer shali be respon-
sible for the completion of a monthly
review of bills and receipts of city funds;
and, the treasurar shall be responsible
for preparation of a general report on

the city's receipis and expenditures

semi-annually at times set therefore
by the council, and he shall perform
such other pertinent dufies as the
council may. designate.

Sec.2.07. SALARIES. The mayor, coun-
cil, city treasurer, city cterk and all
subsrdinate officers and employees of
the city shall receive such salarias or
wages as may be fixed by the council or
as governed by Minnesota State
statutes.

Sec. 2,08. INVESTIGATION OF CITY
AFFAIRS. The councit or the city clerk
or either of them and any officer or
officersformalty authorized by them shail
have power ‘to make investigations
into the city’s affairs, to subpoena
witnesses, administer oaths, and com-
pel the production of books and
papers. The counci may at any time
provide for an examination or audit
of the accounts of any officer or de-
partment of the city government, and it
may cause 1o De made any survey or
research study of any subject of
municipal concern,

Sec. 204, INTERFERENCES WITH
ADMEINISTRATION. For the purpose of
inquiry the councii and its members
shall deal with the coatrol the admini-
strative service salely through the city
clerk, and neither the council nor any
meainber thereof shall give erders to any
of the subordinates of the city cierk,
either publicly or privately.




CHAPTER 3
PROCEDURES OF COUNCIL

Sec. 3.01, COUNCIL MEETINGS. On
the first business day of Janwary
following a regular municipal election,
the council shail meet at the usual place
and time for the holding of council
meetings: At this time the newly elected
membpers of the council shali assume
their duties. Thereafter, the council
shall meet at such times each month as

may be prescribed by ordinance or’

resolution. - The mayor or any thras
members of the council may call special
meefings of the council upon at least
twelve hours' notice to each member of
tha council and notice to the legal news-
paper within the city. Such notice shail
be delivared personally to each member
or shail be left at his usueal place of
rasidence with some responsible person.
All meetings of the council shall be
public, and all citizens shall have
access fo the minutes and records there-
of at all reasonable times. When the
time factor does not permit a printed
notice of an emeargency meeting in the
official newspaper, then a notice posted
in three conspicuous places, to be
named by ordinance, for at {least
twelve hours prior to the meeting time,
shall suffice.

Sec. 3.02. SECRETARY OF COUNCIL.
The city clerk shail act as secretary of
the council. He shail keep a journal of
council proceedings and such other
records and perform such other duties
as may be required by this charter or by
the council. The council shall chouse
such other officers and employees as
may he necessary to serve at its
meetings.

Sec. 3.03. RULES OF PROCEDURE
AND QUORUM. The councii shali
determine its own rules and order of
business. A majerity of councit. mem-
bers and elected mayor shall constitute
a quorum to do business. Thes council
may by ordinance provide a means by
which a minority may compel the
attendance of absent members.

Sec. 3.04. ORDINANCES, -RESOLU-
TIONS AND MOTIONS. Except as_ in
this charter otherwise provided, all
legislation shall. .be by ordinance. The
aye and no vote on ordinances, resolu-
tions ard metions shall be recorded
unless the vote is unanimous. An
affirmative vote of a majority of all
members of the council shall be re-
quired for the passage of all erdinances
and resolutions, except as otherwise
provided in the charter. ’

Sec. 3,05. PROCEDURE ON ORDIN-
ANCES. The enacting clause of all

ordinances shall be in the words '‘the
City of 8t. Charles does ordain." Every
grdinance shall be presented in writing.
No ordinance except an emergency or-
dinance shall be passed at the meeting
at which it is introduced, and at feast
three days shall elapse bDetween its
introduciion and final passage.

Sec. 3.06.  EMERGENCY . DRDIN-
ANCES. An emergency ordinance is an
ordinance necessary ifor the immediaie
preservation of public peace, heatth,
merals, safety or welfare in which the
emargency is defined and declared in a
preamble thereto and is adopted by a vate
of at least three of ihe voting members
of the council. No prosecution shail
be based upon the provisions of any
emeargency ordiftance untif twenty-four
hours after the ordinance has- been
fited with the ¢y clerk and posted in
three conpicuous places or until the
ordinance has been published, unless
the person charged with violation and
actual notice of the - passage of the
ordinance prior to the act or omission
complained of.

Sec. 3.67. PROCEDURE ON RESOLU-
TIONS. Every resclution shail be pre-
sented in writing and read in full before
a vote is taken thereon, unless the
reading of a resolution is dispensed with
by unanimous consent.

Sac. 3.08. SIGNING AND PUBLI-
CATION OF ORDINANCES AND
RESCLUTIONS. Every ordinance or
resolution passed by the council shall
be signed by the mayor or by iwo
other members, attested to by the city
clerk and filed and preserved by him.
Every ordinance shall be published at
least once in the official newspaper. To
the extent and in the manner provided
by law, an ordinance may incorporate

by reference a statute of Minnesota, a -

state adminfstrative rule or a regulation,
a code, or urdinance or part thereof
without publishing the material referred
to in fulk. :

Sec. 3.09. WHEN ORDINANCES AND
RESOLUTIONS TAKE EFFECT. A
resolution and an emergency- ordinance
shall take effect immediately upon its
passage or at such lateér date as is
fixed in it. Every other ordinance
shall take effect thirty days after publi-
cation or at such later date as is
fixed therein. Every ordinance and
resolution adopted by the vaters of the
city shall take effect immediately upon
its adopiion, or at such time as is
fixed therein. .

Sec. 3.10. AMENDMENT AND RE-
PEAL OF ORDINANCE AND RESOLU-
TIONS. Every ordinance or resolution re.

pealing a previcus ordinance or resolu-
tion or section or sub-division thereof
shall ‘give the number, if any, and
the title of the ordinance or resolution
to be repeated in"whole or in part. Ne
ordinance or resolution or section or
sub-division thereof shall be amended by
reference to the title along, but such an
amending ordinance or resolution shall
set forth in full each section or sub-
division {0 be amended and shal indicate
new matter by underscoring and old
matter lo be emitted by enclosing.it in
brackets. in newspaper publication the
same indications of omitted and new
matter shall be used except that
itatics or bold-faced type may be sub-
stituted for underscoring and omitted
matter may be printed in capital leiters
within parentheses.

Sec. 3.11. REVISION AND CODiF!-
CATION OF ORDINANCES. The city
shall revise, rearrange and codify its or-
dinances within the pericd of one year
folowing adoptien of this charter. This
shall be done with additions and
deletions as may be deemed necessary
by the council. Such ordinance code
shall be published in book, pamphiet or
tontinuousty revised looseleaf form, and
copies shall be made available fo the
public by the council at the office of the
city clerk. Publication in such code shall
be a sufficiant publication of any
ordinance provision not previously
published if a netice that copies of the
codification are available at the office
of the city clerk is published in the
official newspaper for at least two
successive weeks as provided by statute.

CHAPTER 4
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
Sec.4.0l. THEREGULAR MUNICIPAL

ELECTION. A regular  municipal
election shall be held on the first Tues-
day after the first Monday in November
of each odd-numbered year com-
mencing in 1975 at such place or places
as the city council may designate, The
city clerk shall give at least two weeks
previous nofice of the time and place
of holding such election and of the
officers to be elected by posting in at
least one public place in each voting
precinct and by publication at least
once in the official newspaper, but failure
ko give such notice shail not invalidate
such election,

Sec. 4.02. SPECIAL ELECTIONS, The
council may, by resolution, order a
special election and provide all means
for holding it. At least two weeks
published notice of a speciai election
shall be given in the official newspaper.

* The procedure at such election shall

confarm as nearly as possible to that
prescribed for other municipal elections.

Sec. 4.03. PROCEDURE AT ELEC-
TIONS, ANl nominations, elections and
canvassing of elections shall be con-
ducted as provided in the general laws
of the State of Minnesota pertaining to
municipal elections.

CHAPTER 5

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM
. AND RECALL

Sec. 5.01. POWERS RESERVED BY
THE PEOPLE. The people of §t. Charles
reserve to themselves the power to in-
itiate and adopt ordinances and resolu-
tions, and to require measures passed
by the council to be referred to the
electorate for approval or disapproval:
and to recali elected public officials.
These powers shall be called the initia-
tive, the referendum. and the recail,
respectively.

Sec. 502, EXPENDITURES BY PET-
ITIONER. No member of any initiative,
referendum or recall committes, no
circuiator of a signature paper, and no
signer of any such paper, or any other
parson, shall accept or offer any
reward, pecuniary or otherwise, for
service rendered in connection with the
circtlation thereof, but this shall not
prevent any such committee from
incurring an expense not to exceed
an amount to be set by the ceuncil
for legai advice, stationery, copying,
printing, and notaries’ fees. Any
violation of the pravisions of this section
shall constitute a misdemeanor,

The councit shall as scon as possible
after the organization of the city govern.
ment under this charter provide by
ordinance such further regufations for
the initiative, referendum and recall,
not inconsistent with this charter, as
may be deemed necessary,

Initiative

Sec.5.04 INITIATIONOF MEASURES.
Any five electors may form themselves
into 2 committee for the initiation of any
measure of public concern. After formu-
lating their measure, they shall file a
verified copy thereof with the city clerk
together with their names and addresses
asmembersofsuchcommitiee. They shali
aiso attach a verified copy of the proposed
measure to each of the signature papers
herein described, together with their
?ames and addresses as sponsors there-
or,

Sec. 5.05. FORM OF PETITION AND




OF SIGNATURE PAPERS. The petition
for the adoption of any imeasure shall
caonsist of the measure, together with
all the signature papers and affidavits
thereto attached. Such petition shall nct
be complete unless signed by a number of
voters equal to at least ten per cent of
the total pumber of votes cast al the
last preceding reguiar meunicipal elec-
tion. All the signatures need not be on
one signature paper, but the circulator
of every such paper shall make an
affidavit that each signature appended
to the paper is the genuine signature of
the person whose name it purports to
be. Each signature paper shall be In
substantially the following form:
Initiative Petition
preposing an erdinance (or reselution, as
thecase maybe)to -
(stating the purpese of the measure),
a capy of which ordinance (or resoiution)
is hereto attached. This measure is spon-
sored by ihe following commitiee of
efectors: :
Name =~ Address

e

The vndersigned electors, Understand.
ing the terms and the nature of the
measure hereto atlached, petition the
council for its adoption, or, in lieu thereof,
for its submission to the electors for their
approval.

Name Address

1.
2.
3,
4. -
At the end of the Eist of signaiures shall
e appended the affidavit of the cir-
culator, mentioned above.

Sec. 5.06. FILING OF PETITIONS
AND ACTION THEREON. Ali the signa-
ture papers shall be filed in the office
of the city clerk as ope instrument.
Wwithin five days after the filing of the
petition the city clerk shall asceriain
by exawmination the number of electors
whose signatures are appended thereto,
and whether this number is at least
ten per cent of the total number of
electors who cast their votes at the last
precading regular municipal electien, If
he finds the petition insufficieni or ir-
regutar, he shall at once notify one or
more of the committee of sponsars of the
fact, certifying the reasons for his finding.
The committee shall then be given
thirty days in which to file additional
signature papers and to correct the
petition in alf other particulars. If at

the end of that period the petitien is
found to be stifl insufficientor irregulat,
the clerk shali file the same in his office
and shall notify each member of the
comrmittes of the fact. The final
tinding of the insufficient or irregularity
of a petition shall not prejudice the
filing of a new petition for the same
purpose, nor shall it prevent the council
frorm referring the measure tethe etectors
atthe nextreguiar or any special election,
at its option.

Sec. 5,07, ACTION OF COUNCIL ON
PETITION. Whenever the petition shall
be found to be sufficient, the city clerk
shail so certify to the councii at its
next meeting, stating the number of
petitioners, and the percentage of the
total number of voters which they const-
itute, and the counchl shall at once read

_ the measure and refer it toan appropriate

committee, which may be a committee of
the whole. The committee or council shail
thereupon provide for public hearings
upon the measure, after the holding of
which the measure shall be finally
acted upon by the councii not fater than
sixty-five days after the date upon which
it was submitted to the council by the
city clerk. If the council shali fail to
pass the proposed measure, of shail
pass it in a form different from that
set forth in the petition and unsatis-
factory to the petitioners; the proposed
measure shall bea schmitted by the
councit to the vote of the electors at the
next regutar municipal election; bul in
case the numhber of signers of said
petition is equal to at least fitteen per

cent of the total number of voters veting

st the last reguiar municipal election,
then the councii shail czlf a special
election upon the measure, "such
special election shall be held not less
than thirty no more than forty-five

days from such date, unless a regular
election is to occur within three months,
in which case it may be submitted at
such reguiar municipal election. kn case
the council passes the proposed measure
with amendmenis and at least four-
fifths of the committee of petitioners
do not express their dissatisfaction with
such amended form by a certificate
filed with the ciiy cierk within ten days
from the passage thereaf by ihe council,
then the measure need not be submitted
to the electors. '

Sec. 5.08. INITIATIVE BALLOTS,
The bailots used whan voting upon any
such proposed measure shall staie the
substance thereof, and shall give the
voter the opportunity te vote either
““For the measure” or ''Againsi the
measure”. !f a majerity of the electors

<

voting on any such measure shall vote
in favor thereof, it shall thereupon
become an ordinance er resalution of the
city as the case may be. Any number of
proposed measures may be voted upon
at the same election, but in case there
shall be more than one, the voter shail
be zllowed to vote for or against each
separately.

Sec. 5.09. INITIATION OF CHARTER
AMENDMENTS, Nothing in this charter
contained shall be construed as in any
way affecting the right of the electors
under the constitution and statuies of
Minnesota to propose amendmenis (o

this charter.
Refergndurm

Sec. 5.10. REFERENDUM. if prior to
the date when an ordinance or resolution
takes effect a petition signed by gualified
electors of the cily equal in number o
tifteen per cent of the total vote at the
last regular municipal election be filed

with the city clerk reguesting that any -

such measure, or any part thereof, be
repealed or be submitted io a vote of the
electors, the said measure shall thereby
be prevented from going into operation.
The coupcil shall thereupon recon-
sider the measure at its next regular
meeting, and either repeal the same, or
rapeal the sections thereof to which ob-
jection has been raised by the petitioners,
or by aye and no vote reaffirm its ad-
herence to the measure as passed.
In the latter case, the council shal
immediately order a special election to
be held thereon, pending which the
ordinance or resaolution shall remain
suspended. If a majority of the voters
voting thereon are apposed to the
measure, itshall gointoeffectimmediate-
ly or on the date therein specified.

Sec.5,11REFERENDUMPETITIONS.
The reqguirements Jaid down in the
above sections as to the foermation of
committees for the initiation of measures
and as to the form of petitions and
signature papers shal apply to the
referendum as far as possibfe, but with
suchverbal changesas may henecessary.
A referendum petition shall read as
follows:

Referendum Petition
proposing the ‘repeal of an ordinance
(or resolution, as the case may be) to
(stating the purpose of the measure),
a copy of whicit erdinance {or resclution)
is herete atiached. The proposed
repeal is sponsored by the following
commitiee of electors:

Name Address

1,
2.
3.

4.
5.

The undersigned petitioners, under-
standing the nature of the measure herato
attached, and believing it te be detri-
mental to the welfare of the city, petition
the courcit for its submission to a vote
of the elactors for their approval or
disapproval.

Name Address

I.
2,
3.

Sec. 5.12. REFERENDUM BALLOTS.
The ballots used in any referendum
election shall conform. as nearly as
possible to the rules laid down in
Section 5.08 of this charter for lnitiative
bailots.
: Recall

Sec. 5,13 RECALL. Any five electors
may form thamselves into a committee
for the purpose of bringing about the
recall of any elected officer of
the city. The committee shali certify
to the city clerk the name of the officer
whose removal is sought, a statement
of the grounds fer remeoval in not more
than two hundred and fifty words

and their intention to bring about his

recall. A copy of this certificate shafl
be attachad to each signature paper, and
no - signature paper shall be put into
circulation previous to such cartification,

Sec. 5.14. RECALL PETITIONS. The
petition for the recafll of any . officiat
shall consisi of a certificate identical
with that filed with the city cierk, to-
gether with all the signature papers and
affidavits thereto atiached. All the signa-
tures need not be on one signature paper,
but the circulator of every such paper
shall make an affidavit that each signa-
ture appended to the paper is the genuine
signafure of the person whose name it
purporis to be. Each signature paper
shall he in substantialiy the following
form:

Recall Petition
proposing the recall of
from his effice as . which
recall is sought for the reasons set
forth in the attached certificate. This
movament is sponsored by the following
committee of electors;
1Name : Addrass

2.
3.
4.
5

. The undersigned etectors, understand-
ing lht_a nature of the charges against
the officer herein sought to be recalled,




desire the helding of a recalt etection for
that puerpose.

Name Address

1
2,
3.

At the end of the list of signatures
shall be appended the affidavit of the
circulator, mentioned above.

Sec, 5.15. FILING OF PETITIONS.
Within thirty days after the fiting of
the original certificate, the committee

shall file the completed petition in the -

office of the city clerk. The city clerk
shall examine the same within the next
five days, and if he finds it irregular in
any way, or finds the total pumber of
signers is fless than tiwenty-five per
cent of the tetal number of electors who
cast their votes-at the last preceding
regular municipal election for ail can-
didates for the office in question, he shall
50 notify one or more members of the

committee. The committae shalf then be

given ten days in which to file additional
signalure papers and o correct the
petition in all other respects, but they
may not change the statement of the
grounds upon which the recalf is sought,
if at the end of that time the city clerk
finds the petition still insufficient or
irragular, he sha!i notify all the membars
of the committee {o the effect and shall
fite the petition in his office. No further
action shali be taken thereon.

Sec. 516, RECALL ELECTION. If
the petition or amended petition be
found sufficient, {he city clerk shail
transmit it to the councit without delay
and shall also officially notify the
person sougnt to be recalled of the
sufficiency of the petition and of the
pending action. The council shall at iis
next meeting, by motion, provide for
the holding of a special recail election
throughout the city not less than thirty
ror more than forty-five days thereafter,
provided, however, that if any other
municipal election is to occur within
sixiy days after such meeting, the coun-
cil may in its discretion provide for the
holding of the recall election at that
time.

Sec. 5.17. PROCEDURE OF RECALL
ELECTION. The cierk shall include with
the published notice of the election
the statement of the grounds for the
recali and also, in not more than five
hundred words, the answer of the officer
concerned in justification of his course
in office. Candidates to succeed the
officer to be recalled shall be nominated
in the usual way, and the election shall
be conducted as far as possible in
accordance with the usuai procedure in

municipal elections.
Sec. 5.1B, FORM OF RECALL BAL-
LOT. Unless the officer whose removal
is sought resigns within ten days after
the receipt by the council of the
coempleted recall petition, the form of
the ballot at such election shall be
as near as may be: “‘Shali A
beretalled from the ofiice of

e
¥y

the name of the officer whose recall is

sought being inserted inplace of A, and
the electors shalt be permitied to vote
separately *‘Yes’' or. “No'" upon this
yuestion. The batlot shall also contain
the names of the candidates to be
voted upon te  fill the wvacancy, in

case the recall is successful, under the

caption: “*Candidates to fifl the place of
A, if recalled”’. But the officer whose
recall is sought shalt not himself be
a candidate upon such ballot, If a ma-
jority of those voting on the question
of recall vote in favor of recall, such
official shall be thereby removed from
office, and the candidate who receives
the highest number of votes for his
place shali be elected thereto for the
remainder of the unexpired terim. I,
however, the officer sought to be recailed
resigns within ten days after the
receipt by the council of the completed
recail petition, the form of the bailot
at the election shall be the same, as
nearly as may be, as the form in use
at a regular municipal election.

CHAPTER &

ADMINISTRATION OF
CITY AFFAIRS

Sec. 6.01, THE COUNCIL, A powers
of governiment of the city shail be vestad
in the council and exercised by the
council subject only to statutory timita-
tions.

Sec. 6.02, THE CITY CLERK AD-
MINISTRATOR. The city clerk admin-
istrator (hereinafter called the ‘‘clerk’)
shall be the chief administrative officer
of the city. The clark shall be chosen by
the council on the basis of qualifications
alone. The clerk shall be appointed for
an indefinite period of tithe and may be
removed by the council at any time; but
after a clerk has served in that cap-
acity for one year, the clerk may demand
written charges and a public hearing
on the charges bhefore the council
prior to the date of removal is to
take place. After such hearing, if
demanded, the council shall have un-
fimited discretion either to reinstate
the ¢lerk or make such removal final.
Pending such hearing and action thereon,
the council may suspend the clerk from

office and designate some qualified
person to perform the duties of the
office during the absence or disability
of the clerk, <

Sec. 6.03. POWERS AND DUTIES OF
THE CITY CLERK. Subject to the
provisions of this charter and any
councii regulations consistent therewith,
the city clerk shall direct the administra-
tion af -the city's atfairs. He shall have
the powers and duties set forth in the
following subdivisions: .

Subd. £, He shall see that his charter
and the taws, ordinances and resolution
of the city are enforced. :

Subd, 2, He shall appoint and remove,
upen the basis of merit and fitness
and subject to applicable civil service
provisions, if any, and subject to majority
approval of the councii, all heads of
departments and all subordinate efficers
and employees in the departments.

Subd. 3. He shalt exercise control
over all departments and divisions
of the city administration created by
this charter or by the councik.

Subd. 4. He shall attend all meetings
of the council, with the right to take
part in the discussion but not te vote; but
the council may, in its discretion, exciude
him from any meeting at which his re-
maoval is considered.

Subd. 5. He shall keep minutes of
council meetings and prepare them for
publication as provided by ordinance,

Subd. 6. He shalt recomnend to the
council for adoption such measures as
fle may deem necessary for the welfare
of the people and the efficient adminis-
tration of the city’s affairs.

Subd. 7. He shall keep the council
fully advised as to the financial con-
dition arid needs of the city, and he shalt
prepare and submit to the cowncit the
annual budget.

Subd. 8. He shall prepare and submit
to the council for adoption an admin-
istrative code incorporating the details of
administrative procedure, and from time
to time he shalf suggest amendments to
such code.

Subd. 9. He shatl perform such other
duties as may be prescribed by this
charter or by law or required of him
by ordinances or resolutions adopted by
the council.

Sec.65.04. DEPARTMENTSOFADMIN-
ISTRATION. The council may create
such departments, divisions and bureaus
for the administration of the city's
affairs as may seemn necessary and from
tima to time alter their powers and or-
ganization. It may, in conjunction with
the city clerk, prepare a complete

agministrative code for the city and

" enact it in the form of an ordinance,

which ray be amended from time to
time by ordinance.

Sec. 6.05. KEEPING OF PUBLIC
RECORDS. The city clerk shall be
subject ta the direction of the council and
shall have such duties in connection with
the keeping of the public records, the

custody and disbursement of the public

funds, and the general administration of
thecity’saffairsasthe council prescribes.
. Sec. 6.06. PURCHASES AND CON-
TRACTS. The city clerk shall be the
chief purchasing agent of the city. Al
city pirchases and contracts shall be

made or let by the city clerk when the

amount of the purchase or contract does
not exceed $1,000. All other purchases
stiall be made and alf other contracts let
by the council after the recommendation
of the city clerk has first been obtained.
All centracts, bonds, and instrumenis of
any kind 1o which the city is a party shail
be signed by the mayor and the city clerk
on behalf of the ¢ily and shall ba executed
in the name of the city.

Sec. 6.97. CONTRACTS;HOW LET,
in all cases of work to be done by con-
tracts, or of the purchase of personal
property of any kind, whare the amount
invoived is more than $1,006, the council
and clerk shall follow the statutes of
the State of Minnesota,

CHAPTER 7

TAXATION AND FINANCES
Sec. 7.01. COUNCIL TO CONTROL Fi-
NANCES. The council shall have fyn
authorily over the financial affairs of
the city and shall provide for the collec-
tion of alf revenues and other assets, the
auditing and setilement of accounts, and
the safekeeping and disbursement of
public moneys, and in the exarcise of
a sound discretion shall inake appropria-
tions for the payment of all liabilities
and expenses.
Sec. 7,02, FISCAL. YEARS. The fiscal
year shall bas the calendar year.
Sec. 7.03. SYSTEM OF TAXATION.
Subject to the state canstitution and

except as forbidden by it or by state -

legislation, the council shall have full
power to provide by ordinance for a
system of local taxation. In the taxation

.ot real and personal property as such,

the city shall conform as fully as possible
to the general state Jaws on the assess-
ment of such property and the collection
of such taxes.

Sec.7.04. BOARDOF EQUALIZATION,
The councif shall constitute a board of
equalization to equalize assessments of
property for taxation purposes according




to law.

Sec. 7.05. PREPARATION QOF THE
ANNUAL BUDGET. The department
heads shall prepare the estimates for
the annual budget by a specified. date,
and submit the same to the clerk. The
budget shall be by funds and shali in-
clude all the funds of the city, extept
the funds made up of proceeds of bond
issues, utility funds- and special
assessmient - funds, and may- inc]qde-
any of such funds at the discretion
of the council. The estimates of ex-
penditures for each fund budgeted shall
be arranged for each department or
division of the cuy under the foliowing
heads:

(1) ordinary expenses (for operation,

maintenance and repairs);

{2) payment of principai and interest

on bonds and other fixed charges;

{3)capitaloutlays{fornewconsiruction,

new equigment and all improvements

of a lasting character}.

Ordinary expenses shail be subdivided
into: . .

(a) salaries and wages, with a fist of

all salaried officers apd positions,

inciuding the satary allowance and the
number of persons hoiding each;

(b) other expenses, with sufficient

detail to be readily understood.

All increases and decreases shall be
clearly shown. In paraliel calumns shall
be added the amounts granted and the
amounts expended under similar heads
for the past two completed fiscaf years
and the current fiscal year, actual to date
and estimated for the balance of the
year. In addition to the estimates of
expenditures, the budget shall include
for each budgeted fund a statement of
the revenues which have accrued for
the past twe compieted fiscal years
with the amount coliected and the un.
coliected balances together with the same
information, based insofar as necessary
on estimates, for the current fiscal
year, and an estimate of the revenues for
the ensuing fiscal year.

The statement of revenues for each
vear shall specify the following items:
sums derived from:

{a) taxation

(b} fees

{c) fines

(d) interest

(e) miscelaneous, not included in the
foregoing

(f) sales and rentals

{g) earnings of public utilities and
other public services enierprises

(h) speciai assessments

{i) sales of bonds and other obfiga-
tions
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Such estimates shail be printed or type-

written and there shall be sufficient
copies for each member of the council,
for the city clerk, and three, at least,
to be pasted in public places in the city.
The estimates shall be submitted to the
councit at its first  regular monthly
meeting in September and shall be
made public. The department head may
submit.with the estimates such explana.
lory statement or statements as he may
deem necessary, and during the first
three yearsofoperation underthischarter
ke shall be authorized to interpret the
requirements of this section as requiring
onty such comparisons of the city's
finances with those ‘of the previous
govarnment of the city as may be
feasible and pertinent.

Sec.7.06. PASSAGEOF THEBUDGET.
The budget shall be the principal item of
business at the first regutar monthly
meating of the council in September; and
the council shall holg adjourned meefings

from time to time until all the estimates

have been considered. The meetings
shall be socopducted as to give interested
citizens a reasonable opportunity to be
heard.

The budget estimates shall be read in
full and the department heads shali
explain the various items thereof as
fully as may be deemed necessary by
the council. The annual budget finally
agread upon shall set forth in detail the
complete financial ptan of the city for
the ensuing fiscal year for the funds
budgeted and shaif be signed by the
majority of the council when adopted. It
shall indicate the sums to be raised and
from what sources and the sums to be
spent and for what purposes according
tosection7.05. The total sum appropriated
shall be less than the total estimated
revenue by a safe margin,

The council -shall adopt the budget
not fater than the first week of Qctober
by a resolution which shall set forth
the total of each budgeted fund and
each department with such segregation
as to objects and purposes of expendi-
tures as the council deems necessary
for purpose of budget control. The councit
shall alsp adopt a resclution levying
whatever taxes it considers necessary
for the ensuing yvear for each fund. The
tax levy vresolution shall be certified
to the county auditer in accordance
with law not tater than October 10, At
the beginning of the fiscal year the
sums fixed 'in the budget resolution
shall be and become appropriated
for the several purposes named in the
budget resofution and ne other.

Sec. 7.07, ENFORCEMENT OF THE

BUDGET, 11 shall be the duty of the city
teuncil to enforce strictly the provisions
of the budget. They shall not approve any
order upon the city treasurer for any
expenditure uniess an appropriation
has tean made in the budget resolution,
nor for any expenditure covered by
the budget resolution unless there is a
sufficient unexpended balance feft after
deducting the total past expenditures and
the sum of all outstanding orders and
encumbrances. No oificer or employee
of tha city shal! place any order or make
any purchase except for the purpose and
te the armount authorized in the budget
raselution.  Any obtigation incurred by
any persen in the employ of the city for
any purpose not authorized in tha budget
resglution or for any amount in excess
of the amount therein authorized
shall be a persenal cbligation upon the
person incurring the expenditure.

Sec, 7.08. ALTERATIONS IN THE
BUDGET. After the budget resolution
nas been adopted, the councit shall
have no power to incraase the amounts
fixed in the budget resolution, by the
insertion of new items or otherwise, be-
yond the estimated revenues, unfess the
actual receipts exceed the estimates
and then not beyond the actual receipts.
Thecouncil may atany time, by rasolutien
approved by a majority of its members,
reduce the sums appropriated for any
purpose by the budgei resolution, or by
a vote of three members, authorize
the transfer of sums from unencum-
bered balances of appropriations in the
budget resolution t{o other purposes.

Sec. 7.09. EMERGENCY APPROPRI-
ATION IN BUDGET. The council may
include an emergency appropriation as
2 part of the budget but not to exceed
10% of the total budget. A transfer from
the emergency appropriationto apy ether
appropriation shall be made only by a
vote of at least three members of the
council and shall be used only for the
purposes designated by the councif.

Sec. 7.10. DISBURSEMENTS. HOW
MADE. No disbursemant of city funds
shali be made except by check signed by
the city clerk and treasurer and specify-
ing the purposes for which the disburse-
ment is made and-the fund from which it
is drawn. No such check shall be issued
until there is money to the credit of the
fund from which it is to be paid sufficient
to pay it together with all sutstanding
encumbrances upon the fund. No such
check shall be issued until the claim to
which it relates has been supported by
an itemized bilf, payroll, or time-shest
approved and signed by the responsible
city officer who vouches for its correct-
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ness and reasonableness. The city clerk
shall note on each contract requiring the
payment of money by the city the par.
ticular fund olt of which it is to be
paid. Fire council may by ordinance make
further regulations for the safekeeping
and disbursement of the funds of the
citv.

Sec. . 11 FUNDS TO BE KEPT.
Thére shall be maintained in the city
treasury the funds provided.for in the
following subdivisions, er as the city
council advises the eity clerk to have
the funds kept. :

Subd. L. A general fund for the pay-
ment of such expenses of the city as
the council may deem proper. info this

‘fund ‘shail be paid a2l money rnot

provided herein or by statute {o be paig
mtn any other fund.

Subd. 2."A debt service fund, mto which
shali be paid alf receipts from taxes

‘or other -seurces for the payment of

principal and intersst of 21l obligations
issued by the city except bonds issued
on account of any local improvement
to be financed by, either wholly or
partly, special assessments and bonds
issued on account of any municipally
owned ulility, Qut of this fund shall be
paid the principal and interest of such
obligations when due. Any surplus
in such fund not needed immediately
for debt service may be invested under
the direction of the council in such
securities as are authorized by statute
for the investment of such funds; and
such invesiments may be liguidated at
any time. To the extent required by
law, a separate account in the debi
service fupd shall be maintained for
each issue of city obiigations.

Subd. 3. A bond fund, into which sha#i
be paid and disbursed the preceeds
of all bonds issued by the city except
bonds issued on account of any fecai im-
provement to be financed wholly or
partly by special assessments and bongs
issued on account of any municipaliy
ownad utitity. A separate bond account
shall -be kept for each issue of such
bonds.

Subd. 4. A special assassment fund,
which shall be used to finance iccal
improvemenis te be paid .for, in whole
or in. part, from special- assessments
againstbenefited property. Thereshall be
paid into this fund:

(1) cotfections of special assessments,
with interest, levied against benefited
property,

{2) proceeds of bonds or warrants
sold By the city io finance lscal im-
provements to be paid for, in whole or
in part, by special assessments, and
the proceeds of inter-fund loans.




{3) amounts trom other city furds

reprasenting either:
{a) apportionments of costs against
the city at targe,
(b) benefit assessments against city
property, or
(c) appropriations to maintain the
integrity of the fund.
Thete shall be paid out of this fund:’

(1) all expenses and costs of the im-
provement projects financed through the
fund,

{2) the redemption of all special assess-
ment fund obligations, with interest,
at or before maturity, and any inter-
fund loans, and

(3) abatements of assessments and
refunds of receipts in error.

The council shall maintain the integrity
of this fund by appropriations from tax
funds, if necessary, and in addition may
by ordinance create and maintain in the
fund a cash reserve sufficient for
working capital purposes.

in order to anticipate the coifection of
special assessments and the municipaf
share of the cost of a local improve-
ment, the council may be a majority
voteissue and sellobligations pledging the
fultfaith and creditof the city, or pledging
only specialassessments, insuchamounts
and maturities as it may determine, but
the aggregate amount of such obligations
outstanding at any time shafl not exceed
the sum of the following:

(1) all assessments levied and un-
callected,

(2) cost of work in progress to be fin-
anced in whele or in part by special
assessments, and

(3) the cash reserve for working capital
as previously determined by ordinance,
In order that the fund may be adntinis-
tered on a self-sustaining basis, all
local improvement projects financed
through it shall upon compietion be cer-
tified by the city clerk as to total cost,
which shall thereupon be apportioned
by the council either as assessments
against benefited property or as amounts
due from other city funds. Amounts
apportioned against other city funds
shalt be due when instaliments of
special assessments levied for the same
project are due, cerresponding assess-
ment rotls shall be charged interest
as in the case of assessments and shal
be credited to the find, with any interest
due, when collected. To the extent re-
quired by faw, a tax for the city's
share of the cost shall be levied before
any obligations against the fund are
issued and sold. When a local
improvement to be financed wholly or
partly from special assessinent is under-
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taken under any applicabie statute, any
provision of this subdivision inconsistent
with the statute shall not apply.

Subd. 5. .A public uiility fund into
which shall be paid all moeney derived
from the sale of obligations issued an
account of any municipally owned
ytHity and atl money derived from thesale
of utility services, and from the sale of
any property acquired for or used in
connection with any such utifity. There
shall be paid out of this fund the cost of
the purchase, construction, operation,
maintenance and repair of such utility,
inctuding the principal of and interest
upon obligations which have been or shatl

be issued on its account. Separate

accounts within the public L_:tilitg fund
shall be kept for aill utilities” which
are operated separately. . o ’

Subd. 6. Iin addition to the foregoing
fungds, there may be maintained in.the
city treasury, whenever the councit
deemns it advisable, the following funds:

{a) One or more working capitai
or revolving funds for financing self-
sustaining activities not accounted for
through other funds.

(b) One or more trust and agency
fupds for the care and disbursement
of money received and held by the city
as trustee or custodian or in the capacity
of any agent for individuals or other
governmental units.

(¢} Such other funds as may be
reguired by statute or ordinance.

Subd. 2. In lieu of establishing any of
the types of funds specified in Subd. 5,
the council may provide for the recording
of operations or activities for which the
use of such funds might be suitable
through maintenance of separate ac-

. counts in any appropriate fund atready

established. The council shali have full
power by ordinance or resolution to make
interfund loans, except from trust and
agency funds, as it may deem necessary
and appropriate from time to time.

Sec 1.I2, ACCOUNTS AND REPORTS.
The city clerk shatf be the chief account-
ing officer of the city and of every
branch thereof, and the council may
prescribe and enforce proper accounting
methods, ferms, klanks and other devices
consistent with the law, this charter
and the ordinances adopted in accord
therewith,

He shall submit to the council a state-
ment each month showing the amount
of money in the custody of the city treas-
urer, the status of all funds, the armounts
spent or chargeable against each of the
annual budget allowances and the
balances left in each, and such other
information about the finances of the city

as the council may require. Once each
year on or before the last day of
December, the city clerk shall subimit
a raport to the counci| covering the entire
financial operations of the city
for the past year. This repart shall
show:

(a} the actual receipts and expendi-
tures  omitting  duplications - and
stating the cash balance at the beginning
of the last fiscal year and at the close;

(b} the total outlays for operation and

maintenanceandthetotal cxpital outlays; -

(c) the condition of each of the funds;

{d) the total receipts by sources and
the totaf expenditures by general pur-
poses; .

(e} the total outstanding bonds and -

debts of the city when due; -

(f} the amount of new bonds issued
and the amount redeemed and the
interest rate of each;

(g) the condition- of all the annual
budget allowances;

(h} an inventory of all the properiy
owned by the. city;

(i) and such further information.as
the city clerk may deem advisable or
the council require.

Sec. 7.13. CITY INDEBTEDNESS, Ex-
capt as provided in Sec, 7.14, no obfiga-
tions shalt be issued to pay current ex-
penses, but the council may issue and sell
obligations for any other municipal pur-
pose in accordance with faw and within
the limitations prescribed by law. Except
in the case of ohligations for wiich an
elaction is not required by this charter or
by state law, no such cbligations shall
be issed and sold without the approval of
the majority of the efectors of the city
voting on the question at a general or
spacial election.

Sec. 7.14, TAX AND REVENUES
ANTICIPATION CERTIFICATES. At
any time after January 1 following
the: making of an anmeal tax levy,
the council may issue certificates of.
indebtedness in anticipation of the col-
lection of taxes levied for any fund, or
State or Federal Aids, or municipal
revenues, and not yet collected. The
Total amount of certificates issted
against any fund for any year with inter-
est thereon untl. maturity shall not
exceed 3% of the total current taxes for
the fund uncollected at the time of issu-
ance, Such certificates hall he issuad on
such terms and conditions as the council
may determine and shall bear interest
at a rate not to exceed 6% per annum,
but they shall become due and payable
not later than the 1st day of April of
the year following their issuance. The
proceeds of the tax jevied ¥or the fund
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againstwhichtaxanticipationcertificates

- are issued and the fuil faith and credit of

the redemption of the certificates in the
order of thair issuance against the fund,

Sec.7.15. EMERGENCY DEBTCERTI-
FICATES. ifinany year the receipts from
taxes or other sources should from some
unforeseen cause become insufficient
for the ordinary expenses of the city,
or if any calamity ar other pubtic

© emergency should subject the city to the

necessity of making extraordinary expen-
ditures, the council may by ordinance
isste and sell on such terms and in
such manner as the council determines
emergency debt certificates to run:not
to exceed two years and to bear inter-
est at not more than 6% per year,
Atax sufficientto pay principal and inter-
est on such certificates with the mar-
gin required by law shall be levied as
required by law, The ordinance autho-
rizing the issue of such emergency
debt certificates shall state the nature
of the emergency and be approved
by at least five members of the council.
H may be passed as an emergency
ordinance.
CHAPTER 8 .
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND
SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS

Sec, 8.01, POWER TO MAKE EM-
PROVEMENTS AND LEVY ASSESS.
MENTS. The city shall have the pawer
to make any and every type of public

improvements not forbidden by the taws .

of the state and to levy special assess.
ments to pay all or part of the cost of
such improvemnents as are of a local
character. The amounts assessed tio
benefited property to pay for such local
improvemenis may equal the cost of
the improvement, including all costs and
expenses connected therewith, with in-
terast, until paid, but shall in no case
exceed the benelits fo the property. .

Sec. B.02. ASSESSMENTS .FOR SER-.
VICES. The council may provide by
ordinance that the cost of sprinkling,
snow or rubbish removai, or of any other
sarvice {o streets, sidewalks, or other
public property, or the costs of any
services to other property undertaken
by the city may be assessed against

the preperty benefited and collected -

in like manner as are special assess-
ments.

" Sec. 8,03, LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS
REGULATIONS. After thischarter takes

effect, local improvements commenced -

prior -thereto shail be completed and

assessments may be levied and secur- .

ities . issued for the financing thereof
as prescribed by faw or charter provis-

ions applicable thereto. The council may ~




prepare and adopt a comprehensive

ordinance prescribing the procedure
which shall be foliowed thereafter in
making all local improvements and
levying assessments therefor, Such
ordinance shall supersede all other
provisions of the faw on the same
subject and may be amended only by an
affirmative vote of at teast three mem-
bers of the councii. In the absence of
such ordinance all tocal improvements
may be made and assessments ievied
therafar as prescribed by any applicable
law.

Sec. B8.04. PUBLIC WORKS; HOW
PERFORMED. Pubtic works, including
ail local improvements, may be construc-
ted, extended, repaired and maintained
either directly by day iabor or by con-

tact. The city shaHl require contractors -

to give bonds for the profection of the
city and all persons furnishing labor
and materiais pursuant to the laws of
the State of Minnesota.

CHAPTER %

EMINENT DOMAIN
Sec, 9.0l, POWER TO ACQUIRE
PROPERTY. The city may acquire by
purchase, gift, devise or condemnation
any property, carporeal or incorporeal,
either within or without its. corporate
boundaries, which may be needed by

the city for any public use or purpose.

Easement for slopes, fills, sewers,
building lines, pofes, wires, pipes and
conduits for water, gas, heat and power
may be acquired by purchase, gift,
devise or condemmation in the manner
provided by law.

Sec. $.62. PROCEELHNGS INACQUIR-
ING PROPERTY. The necessity for the
taking of any property by the city shail
be determined by the coupcil and shall
e declared by a resolution which shaif
describe such property as nearly as may
be and state the wse to which it is to
pe devoted. |n acquiring property by
exercising the power of eminent
dornain, the city shall proceed accord-
ing to the Generai Laws of the State
of Minnesota.

CHAPTER 10
FRANCHISES
Sec. 10.01. FRANCHISES REQUIRED,
EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PRO-
VIDED BY LAW. No person, firm or
corporation shali place or maintain any
permanent or sermi-permanent fixture in,
over, upon, or under any street or public
place for the purpose of operating a
public utilify or for any other purpose,
without a franchise therefor fram the
City.
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A franchise shalil be granted only by or-
dinance, which shali not be an emergency
ordinance. Every ordinance granting a
franchise shabl contain ali the terms and
conditions of the franchise. The grantee
shail bear the costs of publication of
the franchise orginange and shatl make a

sufficient deposit with tha clerk toguaran-,

tee publication on or before the date the
ordinance is passed, .
Sec. 10.02. TERM. No exclusive or
perpetualfranchise shalt ever be granted,
No franchise for a term exceeding twenty
years shall be effective until approved

by a majority of the electors voting

thereon. - :
Sec.10.03. PUBLICHEARINGS, Before

any franchise ordinance is adopted or

any raies, fares or prices to be charged

by a public utiliiy are fixed by the -

couicil, the council shall hold a
public hearing on the matter., Notice
of such hearing shall be published at
least once in the official newspaper
not less than fen days prior to the
date of the hearing. .

Sec. 10.04. POWER OF REGULATION
RESERVED. Subject {0 any applicable
law, the council may by ordinance reason-
ably regulate and control the exercise of
any franchise including the maximum
rates, fares or prices to be charged by
the grantee. No franchise value shall
be included in the valuation of the
grantee's property in regulating utility
rates, faresorprices under any applicahle
law, ordinance or reguiation or in
proceedings for municipal acquisition of
the grantee's property by purchase
or eminent domain.

Sec. 10,05, RENEWALS OR EXTEN-
SIONS. Every extension, renewal or
medification of any existing franchise or
of any . franchise granted hereafter.
shall be subject ta the same fimitations
and shatl be granted in the same manner
as a new franchise.

CHAPTER 11

PUBLIC UTILITIES

Sec.}1.01ACQUISITIONANDOPERA-
TION OF UTILITIES. Al public utifities
now or hereafter owned and operated by
the city shall constitute one department
of the city knows as the ‘‘Public
Utility Departmem”, and the council
shalt have general management and con-
trol thereof with full power to do all
things necessary for the proper operation,
Maintenance improvement, acquisition,
extension and repair of such public
utilities. The term ‘“publie utifities”

N

as used nerein includes any property,
whether located within or witheut the
corporate limits of the city, used or useful
for the production, transmission or distri-
bution and sale of water, electric energy,
gas or steam, or the collection, transpor-
tation, treatment and disposal of sewage,
surface water or any domestic, com-
mercial or industrial wastes or garbage
together with and including any ether
public convenience, enterprise or utility
from which a revenue is or may be
derived.

Sec. 11.02. RATES, Rates to be charged
for ali services, materials, jabor or
benefits furnished Ly any such public
utility, including tharges to be made
for service or benefits furnished to the
city as a whote or any of ifs departments,
rules and regulations necessary to pro-
perly régulate furnishing such- service
and secure prompt payment of bills,
the method by which the city may acquire
and callect liens upon property for unpaid
bills, and the manner and extent to
which the city shall operate suci public
utilities and furnish service outside the
corporate limits of the city shall he
established or changed anly by erdinance.

Sec. 1103, CAPITAL EXPENDI-
TURES. K shall he the duty of the
council to see that rates are adeguate
to provide funds o properly operate and
maintain and pay interest and principal
on any indebtedness which may be
thcurred for capital expenditures for the
improvement, acquisition, extension and
repair of such public utilities.

To provide funds necessary for capital
expenditures, the council shall have
powers by ordinance to authorize the
issuance of revenue warrants which
shall be payable solely from the net
revenues of the public utility department
and the city shall be expressly relieved
by the terms thereof from any obligation
to levy, collect, use or apply any taxes
or moneys received from taxation to the
payment of either principal or interest
on such revenue warrants, except for
the payment of service rendered to,
or health or other benefits received by,
the city as a whole or any of its depart-
ments. :

Such ordinance shal {ix the maximum
amount of revenue warranis thereby
authorized; describe ingeneraliermsthe
nature of the capital expenditures for
which they are issued; and may cop-
tain covenants determining what shall
consiitute net revenue of the public
utitities department; whether ail or part
of the net revenues shall be pledged; and
such other provisions as the covncil may
deem necessary; provided, however, that
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no such ordinance shali ever be coastrued
asanemergency ardinance. Such revenue

warrants shall bear interest at not to.

exceed statutery limits, payable semi-
annuaily, and shall mature at such time
or times, be in such form and be sold
under such terins as the council may by
reselution deem for the best interests of
the city. The council shall have power
by resolution to issue refunding revenue
warrants to refund oitstanding revenue
warranis whenever moneys from the

net revenues -piedged are insufficient.

to meet any maturing revenue warrants
or interest or at the optional or callabie
dates of such revenue warrants, and each
issue of refunding revenue warrants shall
constitute the same charge or lien on
the net revenues of the public utility

_department as do the warrants refunded.

Sec. 1104, METHOD OF SALE OR
LEASE. No public utility now or here-
after owned by the city shall be sold,
teased or otherwise disposed of unless
the full terms of the proposed sale,
tease or other disposition thereof shall

have been embodied in the ordinance .

passed by the council and the pro-
position submitted to an election and
approved by a majority vote of the
voters voting on the question.

CHAPTER 12

MISCELLANEOUS AND
TRAKRSITORY PROVISIONS

Sec.12.0:. OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS.
The council shall anaually designate a
legal newspaper of general circulation
in tha city as its official newspaper as
provided by the laws of the State of
Minnesota.

Sec. 12.02. OATH OF OFFICE.
Every officer of the city shall, before
entering upon the duties of his office,
fake and subscribe an oath of office
in substantiaily the following form:

| do solemnly swear (or affirm)
to support the censtitution of the
United States and of this State
and to discharge faithfully the
duties develving upoen me as
{Mayor, Counciiman, etc.) ef the
City of §t. Charles to the best
of my judgment and ability.

Sec. 12.03. CITY OFFICERS NOT
TO BE INTERESTEDR IN CONTRACTS.
Except as otherwise permitied by law,
no officer of the city who is authorized
to take part in any manner in any con-
tract with the city shall voluntarily have
a personal financial interest in such
contract or perscnally benefit financiaily
therefrom. .

Sec. 12.04. OFFICIAL BONDS.
The city clerk, the city treasurer and

e




sich other officers or empioyees of the
city as may be provided for by ordin-
ance shali each before entering upon
the duties of his respective office or
employmant,giveacurporatesuretybond
to the city in such form and in such
amount as may be fixed by the council
as security for the faithful performance
of his official duties and the safekeeping
of the public funds. Such bonds may be
either individual or blanket bonds in
tha discratien of the council. Thay shalt
be approved by ihe city council and
approved as te form by the cily attorney
and filed with the city cierk. Tha provis-
_ions of the laws of the Siate relating
to official bonds not inconsistent with
this charter shali be compiled with. The
premiums on such bonds shall be paid
by the city. .

Sec. 12.05. SALES OF REAL PRO-
PERTY. No real property of the city
shall be disposed of except by ordinance.

The proceeds of any sale of siich property’

shall be usad as far as possible to retire
any outstanding indebtedness incurred
by the city in the purchase, construction
or improvement of this or other property
used for the same public purpose. If
therais nosuch cutstanding indebtedness,
the council may by resolution designate

some other public use for the proceeds.

Sec. 12,06, VACATION OF STREETS
OR PUBLIC EASEMENTS. The council
may by ordinance approve a majority
vote of the council vacate any strest
or allay or other public easements
or part thereof within the city. Such
Such vacation may be made only after
publication notice and an oppertunity
for affected property owners and public
to be heard, and upon such further
terms and by such precedure as the
councii. by ordinance may prescribe.
Ancticeof completion of such proceedings
shall be filed with the proper county
officers in accordance with law.

Sec. 1207, CiTy TO SUCCEED TO
RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF FOR-
MER CHARTER. The city shall succeed
to ail the property, rights and privi-
lages and shall be subject to all legal
ohligations of the city under the former
charter. 5

Seg. 12,08, PRESENT OFFICERS TO
HOLD OFFICE UNTIL WHEN. The
present officers of the city shall continue
to govern the city in the usual manner
until January 1, 1976, They shall make
such financial and other provisions for
the fiscal year 1975 as will serve to
carry on the government until a govern-
ment has been set up undar this charter,
and they shall make provisions for the

election of the first city council as.

16

provided for a Chapter Four (4) of
this charter.

Sec. 12,09 STATUTES NOT AFFEC-
TEDBY CHARTER. Al general iawsand
statutes of the Staie applicable to ali
cities operating under home rule
charters, or applicable to cities of the
same class as the City of St. Charies
pperating under home rule charters,
and not inconsistent with the provisions
of this charter, shali apply to the City of
St. Charies and shall be construed as
supplementary to the provisions of this
charter.

Sec. 12,10, EXISTING ORDINANCES
CONTINUED. Alt oardinances and
regulations of the city in force when
this charter takes effect and not
inconsistent wiih the provisions thereof
are nerpby continued in fuil force and
effect until amended or repealed.

Sec. 1211, PENDING CONDEMNA-
TIONS AND ASSESSMENTS. Any con-
demnation or assessmient proceeding in
progress when this charter takes effect
shall be continued and completed under
the laws under which such proceedings
were begun. All assessments made
by the city prior to the time when this
charter takes effect shall be coiiected
and the lien thereon enforced in the same
manner as if this charier had not breen
adopted.

Sec. 12,12. ORDINANCES 70 MAKE
CHARTER EFFECTIVE. The council
shall by erdinance make such regulations
as may be necessary o carry out and
make effective the provisions of this
charter.
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