Ordinance No. 508
An Ordinance Amending the St. Charles City Code at Subdivisions

Regulations, Under Chapter Nine, Building and Land use Regulations, 

at PART 920.08 IMPROVEMENTS REQUIRED OF SUBDIVIDER AT PART (h)

as follows:

“(h)
Parks.



The developer, in all subdivisions to be developed for residential uses, or as a planned unit development which includes residential uses, where the City Council deems it appropriate, shall be required to dedicate a reasonable portion of such proposed subdivisions to the public for public use as parks, playgrounds, or other public open space; or at the option of the City, the person or firm proposing the subdivision shall donate to the City an amount of cash equivalent to the undeveloped fair market value of the same land which otherwise would have been dedicated.  The City Council and City Planning Commission in determining the reasonable portion to be dedicated to the public shall take into consideration the open space, park, recreation or common areas and facilities which the developer has provided for the exclusive use of the residents of the subdivision as well as areas for use by the general public.  The portion of the total area which becomes dedicated pursuant to this provision shall be in addition to that land dedicated for streets, alleys, easements, and other public ways.  No areas may be so dedicated for public use without first having been approved by the City Planning Commission and the City Council as suitable for the public purposes for which this provision is intended.


If the City Council, at its option, requires the developer to dedicate land, a maximum of ten (10%) percent of the total buildable area to be subdivided shall be dedicated for public use as parks, playgrounds, or open space areas.  If the City Council, at its option, requires the developer to donate cash in lieu of land, the following criteria shall apply:

1. The developer shall donate that dollar value of the tract to be subdivided for residential use which corresponds to the applicable density of the subdivision, at the rate of $600.00 per single-family residence planned, $1, 200.00 for each duplex, and $400.00 for each unit of an apartment building of 3 or more units.  Condominiums, zero-lot-line, and split-homes shall pay $600.00 per each single-family unit.

2. The developer of any land to be subdivided which is presently zoned for single-family dwelling and already has one or more single-family dwellings situated thereon, shall not be charged.

3. Nothing contained above herein shall prevent the City and Developer form reaching a mutually beneficial agreement which varies from the above provisions, provided the agreement is approved by the Planning Commission and Park Board, and generally complies with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and the Park Board’s current Capital Improvements Plan and Budget.

4. The subdivision of any parcel of land which previously has been subdivided and subjected to a cash donation pursuant to this section, shall be exempt from further dedication or payment provisions, provided the developer has fulfilled all requirements of the previous dedication or payment in a timely fashion.

5. Cash donations received pursuant to the above provisions shall be held in a special fund and used only for the purposes of land acquisition, land development and capital outlay for parks, playgrounds and public open spaces areas, and their retirement in connection with land previously acquired for such public purposes pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 462.358, Subd. 2.”

Upon recommendation of Planning Commission and Park Board, the above ordinance was adopted this 8th day of May, 2007 by a unanimous vote of the City Council.  This ordinance shall be effective upon publication.
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Mayor

Attest:  ________________________________

             Deputy Clerk/Acting Administrator

