CITY OF ST. CHARLES

ST. CHARLES, MINNESOTA

ORDINANCE #515
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY CODE RELATING TO PROVIDE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES FOR CERTAIN CODE VIOLATIONS
IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of St. Charles that the St. Charles City Code be amended as follows:

At, Section 10.98, SUPPLEMENTAL ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES, is hereby repealed and replaced with new Section 10.90 ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES, as follows:

“(A) PURPOSE. Administrative offense procedures established pursuant to this chapter are intended to provide the public and the City with an informal, cost effective, and expeditious alternative to traditional criminal charges for violations of certain ordinance provisions. The procedures are intended to be voluntary on the part of those who have been charged with administrative offenses. At any time prior to the payment of the administrative penalty as is provided for hereafter, the individual may withdraw from participation in the procedures; in which event the City may bring criminal charges in accordance with the law. Likewise, the City in its discretion, may choose not to initiate an administrative offense and may bring criminal charges in the first instance. In the event a party participates in the administrative offense procedures but does not pay the monetary penalty which may be imposed, the City may seek to collect costs of the administrative offense procedures as part of a subsequent criminal sentence in the event the party is charged and is adjudicated guilty of the criminal violation.

(B) ADMINISTRATIVE OFFENSE DEFINED. An administrative offense is a violation of a provision of this code and is subject to the administrative penalties set forth in the schedule of offenses and penalties referred to in Section (H), hereafter.

(C) NOTICE. The City Administrator, an officer of the St. Charles Police Department, or any other person employed by the City, and authorized in writing by the City Administrator, as having authority to enforce this code; may upon determining that there has been a violation, notify the violator, or in the case of a vehicular violation, attach to the vehicle a notice of the violation. Said notice shall set forth the nature, date and time of the violation, the name of the official issuing the notice, and the amount of the scheduled penalty.

(D) PAYMENT. Once such notice is given, the alleged violator may, within fourteen (14) days of the time of issuance of the notice, pay the amount set forth on the schedule of penalties for the violation, or may request an informal conference with the City Administrator in writing, as is provided for hereafter. The penalty may be paid in person or by mail. Payment shall be deemed to be an admission of the violation.

(E) INFORMAL CONFERENCE. Any person contesting an administrative offense pursuant to this chapter may, within fourteen (14) days of the time of issuance of the notice, request an informal conference with the City Administrator. The City Administrator shall have authority to dismiss the violation or reduce or waive the penalty. If the violation is sustained, the alleged violator shall pay the entire or reduced penalty within seven (7) days from the Conference date.


(F) FAILURE TO PAY. In the event a party is charged with an administrative offense and fails to timely pay the penalty; a misdemeanor or petty misdemeanor charge may be brought against the alleged violator in accordance with the City Code. 


(G) DISPOSITION OF PENALTIES. All penalties collected pursuant to this chapter shall be paid to the City's Deputy Clerk and may be deposited in the City's general fund.

(H) OFFENSES AND PENALTIES. Offenses which may be charged as administrative offenses, and the penalties for such offenses, may be established by ordinance or resolution of the City Council from time to time. Copies of such offenses and penalties shall be maintained at City Hall and shall be available to the public during regular business hours.


(I) SUBSEQUENT OFFENSES. In the event a party is charged with a subsequent administrative offense violation of the same provision within a twelve (12) month period, the subsequent administrative penalty may be doubled.”
At Section 151.01(D) Violations and Penalties it shall be amended as follows:

“(D) Violations and Penalties. The City may impose a voluntary Administrative Penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal Summons”;
At Section 92.017 VIOLATIONS it shall be amended as follows:

92.017 VIOLATIONS

“The City may impose a voluntary Administrative penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal Summons”;
At Section 92.044 VIOLATIONS; VALIDITY it shall be amended as follows:

92.044 VIOLATIONS; VALIDITY 

“The City may impose a voluntary Administrative Penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal Summons”;
At Section 90.15 PUBLIC NUISANCE, (C) it shall be amended as follows:

“(C) The City may impose a voluntary Administrative Penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal Summons”;
At Section 70.08 SNOWMOBILES it shall be amended by adding a new (D) as follows:

“(D) The City may impose a voluntary Administrative Penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal Summons”;
At Section 53.21 (E) Scavenging, it shall be amended as follows:


“(E) Scavenging. The city may impose a voluntary Administrative Penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal Summons”;
At Section 92.056, RESTRICTIONS, it shall be amended by adding a new (C) as follows:


“(C) The City may impose a voluntary Administrative Penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal violation”;
At Section 92.057, LICENSE REQUIRED, it shall be amended by adding a new (D) as follows:

“(D) The City may impose a voluntary Administrative Penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal violation”;
At Section 92.061 RUNNING AT LARGE; IMPOUNDMENT (D), it shall be amended by adding a new (d) as follows:


“(D) The City may impose a voluntary Administrative Penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal violation”;
At Section 92.084, VIOLATION, is shall be amended as follows:
92.084, VIOLATION


“The City may impose a voluntary Administrative Penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal violation”;
At Section 92.096, PIGEON SHOT, is shall be amended by adding a new (E) as follows:


“(E) The City may impose a voluntary Administrative Penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal violation”;

At Section 94.03, ENFORCEMENT, it shall be amended by adding a new (D) as follows:


“(D) The city may impose a voluntary Administrative Penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal Summons”;
At Section 50.98, VIOLATIONS (D), it shall be amended as follows:


“(D) Violations. The City may impose a voluntary Administrative Penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal Summons”;
At Section 70.03, PARKING, it shall be amended by adding a new (F) as follows:


“(F) The City may impose a voluntary Administrative Penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal Summons”;
At Section 53.36, FAILURE TO DISPOSE OF GARBAGE AND RUBBISH, (B), it shall be amended as follows:


“(B) The City may impose a voluntary Administrative Penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal violation”;
At Section 113.23, DRINKING IN PUBLIC, (C), it shall be amended by adding a new (B) as follows:


“(C) The City may impose a voluntary Administrative Penalty under § 10.90 rather than issuing a criminal Summons”; 
Passed and adopted this 13th day of May, 2008, by the St. Charles City Council. 
This Ordinance shall become effective on the 1st day of July, 2008; after being published in the St. Charles Press. Approved Summary of Ordinance was published on May 22, 2008.
             __________________________________

              Mayor

Attest: 

____________________________________________

Nick Koverman, City Administrator
