ORDINANCE #520
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING A CONDITIONAL USE PROVISION FOR FUNERAL HOMES AND AMENDING THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF ST. CHARLES

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ST. CHARLES DOES ORDAIN:


Section 1. Upon application for amendment initiated by the City Council, after public hearing duly noticed and held, and upon recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Commission, Chapter 152, known as the Zoning portion of the City Code of St. Charles, is hereby amended as follows:

The Zoning Code of the City of St. Charles as described in Section 152.17 (R-1 One and Two-Family Residence and Single-Family Attached District) and Section 152.20 (R-3 Mixed Use Residential) of the City Code, establishing the various zoning provisions and conditions is amended by providing for funeral homes as a conditional use. An amendment to Section 152.02 (Definitions) is offered with the “Funeral Home” definition.
Definition 

FUNERAL HOME - An undertaking establishment where the deceased are prepared for burial, funerals are conducted, and which provides for viewing of the deceased.  The facility may consist of a preparation room, arrangement office, facilities for funeral and/or wake services.  The facility may also have a single-family residence on the premises as an accessory use.    

Development / Use Standards
· Hours of operation for a funeral home shall be limited to between eight o'clock (8:00) AM and ten o'clock (10:00) PM.

· To ensure the funeral home reflects the scale and character of the adjacent residential properties, the building materials of the funeral home shall be predominantly quality exterior materials, including brick, masonry, stone, stucco, textured concrete masonry units, steel siding, or vinyl.  Concrete panels with a veneer of brick or masonry may be approved provided the material gives the appearance of one or more of the high quality building materials listed above.  Stamped concrete panels will only be considered if they are finished with patterns and colors such that they appear to be brick or masonry.

· All site areas not accommodating buildings, parking, vehicular and pedestrian circulation, shall be landscaped with trees and/or plant materials to maintain privacy between the funeral home and residences. 

· Any loading areas or parking spaces located within ten feet of a residential property line must be screened by vegetation consisting of trees and/or plant materials to reduce visual clutter. 

· All mechanical structures shall be screened from public right-of-ways as well as abutting residential properties. 

· The petitioner must submit a landscaping plan for review.
FINDINGS OF FACT
1. A current loophole within the St. Charles Zoning Code lacks for a viable provision for funeral homes.

2. Defining funeral home and maintaining the use as a conditional use within the Zoning Code retains the City’s ability to regulate and modify the development and standards.
Section 2. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days after its 
passage, approval, and publication.

Passed and adopted by unanimous vote of the City Council of St. Charles, Minnesota this 14th day of October, 2008.








______________________________








William J. Spitzer, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________________

Nick Koverman, City Administrator
