City of St. Charles

Ordinance #526
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND

SECTION §70.11 OF THE ST. CHARLES

CITY CODE RELATED TO SPECIAL VEHICLE USE
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ST. CHARLES DOES ORDAIN:

Section 1.
This Ordinance shall amend section §70.11 of the St. Charles City Code as follows:

§ 70.11  SPECIAL VEHICLE USE.


(A)
Use authorized.



(1)
Pursuant to the authority granted by Minnesota Statutes, use of motorized golf carts or 4-wheel all-terrain vehicles are permitted within the city under the conditions set forth below.



(2)
Only persons who have a valid permit issued by the city shall operate a special vehicle within the city.


(B)
General permit requirements.



(1)
Each person desiring a permit for the operation of a special vehicle must submit an application to the Chief of Police with an application fee.



(2)
Each applicant shall show evidence of insurance which meets the requirements of M.S. § 65B.48, subdivision 5, as it may be amended from time to time.



(3)
The St. Charles Police Department shall inspect each golf cart receiving a permit to ensure that each vehicle has a rear view mirror, a slow-moving vehicle sign attached to the rear of the vehicle and that it is in generally good working condition.



(4)
Vehicles may only be operated during daylight hours.



(5)
The Chief of Police will establish a designated roadway for each permit holder.



(6)
Each permit must be renewed annually.



 (7)
Standard mufflers which are properly attached to the ATV and which reduce the noise of operation of the motor to the minimum necessary for operation.  No person shall use a muffler cutout, by-pass, straight pipe, or similar device on an ATV.  The apparatus shall not be audible for a distance more than 500 feet from the place or places where such devices or apparatus will be located.



(8)
Brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold the ATV under any condition of operation.



(9)
At least one clear lamp attached to the front, with sufficient intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least one hundred (100) feet ahead during the hours of darkness and under normal atmospheric conditions, when the ATV is operated between the hours of one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise, or at times of reduced visibility.  Such headlamp shall be so aimed that glaring rays are not projected into the eyes of an oncoming ATV operator.  The ATV shall also be equipped with at least one red tail lamp having a minimum candlepower of sufficient intensity to exhibit a red light plainly visible from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to the rear during hours of darkness under normal atmospheric conditions.
(10)
A permit may be revoked at any time if it is shown that the permit holder cannot safely operate the motorized cart or all-terrain vehicle on the designated roadway or if the permit holder has had a driver's license revoked or suspended and is currently under revocation or suspension.


(C)
General permit requirements for the handicapped. 



(1)
The general permit requirements as specified in division (B) above must be met.



(2)
Each application shall be accompanied by a doctor's certificate dated not more than 30 days prior to the application date certifying that the individual is capable of safely operating a motorized golf cart or 4-wheel all-terrain vehicle.



(3)
This requirement shall be deemed satisfied if the applicant has been issued a motor vehicle permit for a handicapped person.


(D)   
Exceptions for Lawn and Snow removal Equipment

Provided the vehicle also complies with all other regulations above herein, and has a DNR "Public Use" registration tag; a vehicle otherwise defined as an ATV in Minnesota Statutes, shall be allowed to travel on City Streets and alleys (but not highways, except to cross); provided it is equipped with lawn-mowing or snow removal attachments, and is being used only for either of those purposes between 5:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.

  
(E)
Operation of ATV’s by Minors.  ATV operators who are minors and who wish to operate ATV’s within the City limits are subject to the following conditions in addition to those required for adult operators:

(1)
No minor under 16 years of age shall be permitted to operate an ATV in the City of St. Charles.

(2)
All minors at least 16 years of age but less than 18 years of age may operate an ATV subject to the restrictions set forth above if the minor possesses a valid driver's license and wears a safety helmet approved by the commissioner of public safety.
(F)
  City liability. Nothing in this section shall be construed as an assumption of liability by the city for any injuries to persons or property which may result from the operation of a motorized golf cart or 4-wheel all-terrain vehicle by a permit holder, or from the city's failure to revoke a permit.

(Ord. 416, passed 9-12-1996)

Section 2.
This ordinance shall become effective upon the approval and publication of an approved summary.

Adopted by the Council of the City of St. Charles, Minnesota this 12th day of May 2009.








_____________________________








William J. Spitzer, Mayor

Attest:_________________________________

          Nick Koverman, City Administrator

