MINUTES of the ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL 

for Tuesday, April 14, 2009 held at 7:00 p.m. at

830 Whitewater Avenue, 

St. Charles, Minnesota

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Councilmen:

John Schaber

Dave Braun 
Orv Dahl
Wayne Getz 
Mayor Bill Spitzer 

STAFF PRESENT:
Nick Koverman, Administrator
Police Chief Bill Eckles
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Julie Haas, Joel Haas, Keith Zanto, Kenny Loftus, Jan Timm, Al Timm, Kathleen Malinchoc, Jeff Hardtke, and Craig Hilmer. 
ESTABLISH QUORUM/CALL TO ORDER

Quorum was established with Mayor Spitzer calling the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL of the AGENDA
Motion to Approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Wayne Getz

Motion declared carried
APPROVAL of MINUTES

-March 10, 2009
Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun
No discussion

Motion declared carried.

-March 24, 2009
Motion to approve: Wayne Getz
Seconded by: Orv Dahl
No discussion

Motion declared carried
APPROVAL of February PAYABLES

Councilman Getz questioned various bills.  Administrator Koverman expressed that he would look into the various questions. A motion was made to approve the payables as soon as clarification was given to Councilman Getz. Fellow Councilmen did not need any calls for clarification.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz
Seconded by: John Schaber
Motion declared carried

NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES:

1. Administrator Koverman highlighted his April 17 meeting with FEMA and the DNR to discuss how to move ahead with a proposed parking lot at Brookwood Trailer Park. It was discussed to potentially bring the discussion to the April 28 meeting. The discussion of the proposed parking lot has been held at the Park Board level receiving favorable comments, but a formal conversation has not been held at the Council level.
2. During the Supt. Karger’s report Administrator Koverman pointed out two points for the Council. The first issue was the purchase of the jet/vacuum truck. He made the clarification that a year long warranty was not in fact included for the truck, but rather the camera. Mr. Koverman expressed that Supt. Karger still has great confidence in the truck and that it will be DOT inspected and that he is holding out with the company in order to make sure he receives a minimum 30 day warranty on the truck. He also informed the Council that a previous quote received from Federal Warning Systems for the installation of the newest siren would require them to follow through with all of the installation work. Mayor Spitzer added that in Winona, parts of the warranty were voided because they did not follow all the instructions thereby making the warranty void.  Mayor Spitzer asked if a motion needed to be included as far as the additional cost.  At that time Mr. Koverman expressed that it would be okay to include the cost in the next regular meeting.
3. Councilman Braun relayed that the Library Board received a check from the John Logan Estate in the amount of $1,028.

4. Councilman Getz highlighted the Planning & Zoning meeting where Jan and Al Timm were granted a favorable recommendation for their special home occupation permit which would be heard later.

5. Councilman Getz provided the update on the EDA meeting.

6. Councilman Dahl discussed the Park Board meeting.

7. Councilman Schaber highlighted the Public Safety meeting in regards to the discussion for the use of ATVs as a business.

NEW BUSINESS: (Mayor Spitzer recognized that the Council would be taking a break to tour the EMS facilities and that to respect everyone’s time, pieces of new business would be dealt with no objections.)

5. Resolution #09-03 Special Home Occupation-Al and Jan Timm. Mayor Spitzer read the Resolution aloud for all the members of the audience to hear with regard to the Special Home Occupation permit request. In addition, the Findings of Fact presented by the Planning & Zoning were read aloud as well. Mayor Spitzer asked for any further discussion. Hearing none a motion was made to adopt the Facts of Findings as read aloud.
Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

A motion to approve Resolution #09-03 with the conditions read aloud was made.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

12. Resolution #09-08 CUP/Variance-Jeff Hardtke. Administrator Koverman highlighted the discussion that was held at the Planning & Zoning. In addition, a letter received from attorney Fred Suhler representing John Decker requested he be allowed to review the case and present his information/questions at the April 28 meeting. Administrator Koverman recommended tabling the decision until the regular May meeting when the variance information would be presented as well. A motion was made to table the decision.

Motion to table: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Fire Ambulance Facility.  Mayor Spitzer called for a recess to tour the fire hall, police office, and ambulance garage. A motion to recess was made.
Motion to recess: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

A call to order at 8:34 p.m. was made by Mayor Spitzer

Councilman Braun questioned why preventative maintenance was not performed. Councilman Dahl expressed his concern with upkeep once warranties were expired on a new facility. Councilman Getz discussed heat cost. Councilman Braun agreed that something has to be done, but was concerned with the disposal plant issue and was afraid that it would tax people out of town. Councilman Schaber questioned where the money would come from. Mayor Spitzer reminded the Council of a difficult 2005 decision for the street project and how it saved the taxpayers nearly double. It was questioned as far as possible funding sources. A possible open house was discussed to receive feedback and May 17th as part of EMS Week it was discussed to hold an open house then. Councilman Schaber would like to see how a $1.5 million building would affect the taxes and how much people would pay in additional taxes. Mike Bubany would be contacted to be able to provide that information at the next Councilman meeting.
2. Loss Control. Administrator Koverman discussed the various options and he relayed how the staff wants to decide the best decision for the City and it was not clear if it was bullet proof glass. The meeting with the Loss Control representative was discussed. Mayor Spitzer talked about cameras and the change noted in behavior by people. A motion was made to seek a recommendation from the Personnel Committee with regard to the action and potential policies to be created.

Motion to table: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.

3. Ordinance #524 and Ordinance #525. The ordinances were reviewed with the changes that were presented at the last meeting. A motion to approve Ordinance #524 was made.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

A motion to approve Ordinance #525 was made.

Motion to approve: Dave Braun

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

The summaries of the ordinances were also reviewed for each ordinance and approved separately.

Motion to approve summary #524: John Schaber

Seconded by: Wayne Getz

Motion declared carried.

Motion to approve summary #525: Dave Braun

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

4. 800MHZ Antenna. Dave Braun opened the discussion to say it was a good idea. Councilman Schaber agreed. Councilman Getz expressed his support of the tower antenna as well. A motion was made to pursue the antenna contract with Olmsted County.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

6. Resolution #09-04

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

7. Resolution #09-05. 

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

8. Resolution #09-06.

Motion to approve: Dave Braun

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

9. Resolution #09-07 Heim Detachment. Admin. Koverman discussed the meetings with the St. Charles Township and Mr. Heim. Seeing no need to keep the land considering the city had not fulfilled its part of the agreement, a motion was made to detach the land. 

Motion to approve the detachment: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

In addition Admin. Koverman discussed the taxes that were collected and should have been paid to the Township. The City did not pay any of those to the Township and Admin. Koverman expressed that to maintain good relationships and seeing how it was no fault of their own, he recommended returning those dollars to the Township. Council members agreed that those dollars should be returned to the township in the amount of $4,008 since 2003. 

Motion to approve: Dave Braun

Seconded by: Orv Dahl.

Motion declared carried.

10. 2009 Mowing Bids. Council reviewed the mowing bids for 2009. A motion to approve the bid for Bill Goetz was made.
Motion to approve: Orv Dahl

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.

11. LMCIT Annual Liability Coverage Waiver Form. Admin. Koverman highlighted the annual form and asked for approval from the Council. A motion was made to approve the Liability Coverage waiver form.
Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Wayne Getz

Motion declared carried.

Motion to adjourn: 9:30 p.m.

Motion approved: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.








___________________________________








William J. Spitzer, Mayor

ATTEST:
__________________________________________

Nick Koverman, Administrator

