MINUTES of the ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL EMERGENCY MEETING
for Monday, April 20, 2009 held at 7:00 p.m. at

830 Whitewater Avenue, 

St. Charles, Minnesota

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Councilmen:

John Schaber

Dave Braun 
Orv Dahl

Wayne Getz 
Mayor Bill Spitzer 

STAFF PRESENT:

Nick Koverman, City Administrator

Bill Eckles, Police Chief

Jeff Hardtke, Ambulance Director
Kyle Karger, Public Works Supt.
Sharon Grossardt, St. Charles Librarian

Kristine Huinker, City Accountant

Keith Zanto, St. Charles Fire
Rick Schaber, Park/Rec. Director

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Jim Polmeroy, Mike Haney, Fatima Said, A.L. (Sonny) Fenstermaker, Marti Ellinghuysen, Tom Ames, Ben Bernard, Rev. David Laechel, Nathan Campbell (St. Charles Press), Judy Bird, Kevin Kelleher, Chuck Ackman, Nancy Heim, Ralph Kaehler, Ron Zeigler, Cris Gastner, Sea Stachura (MN Public Radio), and Craig Hilmer.
ESTABLISH QUORUM/CALL TO ORDER

Quorum was established with Mayor Spitzer calling the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.
PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL of the AGENDA
Motion to approve the agenda: Dave Braun
Seconded by: Wayne Getz
Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Emergency Declaration. Mayor Spitzer reviewed the Emergency Declaration that was signed by the mayor Friday, April 17th due to the fire. In support of his decision the Council voted unanimously to approve his declaration.
Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

2. Recovery Effort of North Star Foods. Kristine Huinker presented Council with preliminary data regarding the effects that North Star Foods would have on the economy of the City of St. Charles. The effects were as follows:
 

Property tax reduction= $31,032 or 5% of our levy



25% reduction in electric revenue $235,931



17% reduction in water revenues $70,305



7% reduction in sewer revenues $33,748


For a total loss of $339,984. No further discussion was held.

Mayor Spitzer read aloud Resolution #09-08 to express our support of North Star Foods.  The Council agreed and motioned to approve the resolution.

Motion to approve: Dave Braun

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

Fire Chief Lyle Peterson gave a brief synopsis of the event. The cause of the fire has not been determined as of yet. Two State Fire Marshalls are working with North Star. A statement was provided by North Star Foods for distribution at the meeting. Administrator Koverman expressed that contact has been made with the Southeast Emergency Response team in order to provide any mental health services for our first responders. Other questions and discussions of the event were held as far as fundraising events, services, and inspections by health departments. Mayor Spitzer expressed that the City is focusing on the rebuilding of North Star Foods and that more discussion would be held at the EDA meeting April 24. No further discussion was held.

Motion to adjourn at 7:40 p.m.

Motion to adjourn: Wayne Getz
Seconded by: Orv Dahl
Motion declared carried.

                                                                                    ___________________________________








William J. Spitzer, Mayor

ATTEST:
__________________________________________

Nick Koverman, Administrator

