MINUTES of the ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL 

for Tuesday, April 28, 2009 held at 7:00 p.m. at

830 Whitewater Avenue, 

St. Charles, Minnesota

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Councilmen:

John Schaber

Dave Braun 
Orv Dahl

Wayne Getz 
Mayor Bill Spitzer 

STAFF PRESENT:

Nick Koverman, City Administrator

Bill Eckles, Police Chief

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Julie Haas, Terry Grubbs, Nancy Heim, Joseph Ferguson, Robert Ferguson, and Craig Hilmer.
ESTABLISH QUORUM/CALL TO ORDER

Quorum was established with Mayor Spitzer calling the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.
PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL of the AGENDA with the addition:
5). Utility Bills-North Star Foods Employees

Motion to approve the agenda: John Schaber
Seconded by: Wayne Getz
Motion carried.

REVIEW of APRIL FINANCIALS
NOTICES and COMMUNICATIONS
NEW BUSINESS:

1). North Star Foods Update. Fire Chief Lyle Peterson gave a brief update on the progress of the demolition, billing, etc.

2. April 27 Critical Debrief.  Fire Chief Lyle Peterson discussed the debrief where over 45 members of various departments showed up. Discussion of areas of growth and what went well was relayed.

3. April 24 EDA Update (North Star Foods).  A short discussion was held with regard to the public EDA meeting. A subcommittee was formed which will report to the EDA.

4. Utility Billing-North Star Foods employees.  Administrator Koverman began the discussion about the reality of employees not having jobs and the long term impact on these folks. Previously these were good customers, but now they do not have the means necessary. He asked for a dialogue about what to do, or to begin thinking about this dilemma. Councilman Schaber offered some ideas but cautioned against putting too much debt on the city. Councilman Braun asked about others who may have lost their jobs and what would be done for them or if it was just North Star Foods. It was the consensus to explore options for these victims. Contacting other communities was a suggestion. 
5. Mike Bubany CIP North Star Foods Impact. Mr. Bubany went through various scenarios of water, sewer, and projects with regard to the loss of North Star Foods. He highlighted the potential impact an EMS building would have if financed by the city as far as a $200K home would cost an additional $12/month or $147 annually. A home valued at $100K would be approximately $6/month. Mr. Bubany went over the addition of Sanitary Sewer projects and the impact on rates stating that bills that are now $30 could increase to $50 a month but comparing that relatively to other communities who already have sanitary projects completed are at that same level.

Motion to adjourn at 8:10 p.m.

Motion to adjourn: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl
Motion declared carried.

                                                                                    ___________________________________








William J. Spitzer, Mayor

ATTEST:
__________________________________________

Nick Koverman, Administrator

