MINUTES of the ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL
For Tuesday, August 11, 2009 held at 7:00 p.m. at

830 Whitewater Avenue

St. Charles, Minnesota

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Councilmen:

John Schaber

Dave Braun

Orv Dahl

Wayne Getz

Mayor Bill Spitzer

STAFF PRESENT:

Nick Koverman, City Administrator

Police Chief Bill Eckles

Supt. Kyle Karger

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Lee and Cathy Groebner, and Craig Hilmer (St. Charles Press).
ESTABLISH QUORUM/CALL TO ORDER

Quorum was established with Mayor Spitzer calling the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL of the AGENDA with the following deletions and additions:
Deletions: #6 J&D CUP Resolution #09-21; #7 Baptist Church Variance Resolution #09-20; #13 CLOSED SESSION Real Estate

Additions: #14 Street Closure at Soppa Drive for August 29; #15-#19 Resolutions 22-26 with regard to support High Speed Rail applications for funding in support of the Joint Commission.
Motion to approve:  John Schaber

Seconded by:  Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.

APPROVAL of MINUTES

- July 14, 2009
Motion to approve:  John Schaber
Seconded by:  Orv Dahl
Motion declared carried.

- July 28, 2009
Motion to approve:  Wayne Getz
Seconded by:  Dave Braun
Motion declared carried.

APPROVAL OF THE JULY PAYABLES

Motion to approve:  Dave Braun
Seconded by:  Wayne Getz
Motion declared carried.

NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

None   
REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

Reports were given by various department heads and Councilmen as they were included in the packet.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Administrator’s Review. A letter was produced by the Council for the review of Administrator Koverman. It was the motion to approve the letter to be filed into the personnel record of Mr. Koverman. The letter cited his improvements and areas for growth.


Motion to approve:  Dave Braun



Seconded by:  Orv Dahl



Motion declared carried.

2.
Development Policies and Standards. Mayor Spitzer briefly reviewed the Development Policies and Standards and called for any more discussion. Hearing none, a motion was made to approve the policies with the few changes made during the July 28 meeting.


Motion to approve: Dave Braun



Seconded by: Orv Dahl



Motion declared carried.

3.
2010 Budget Timeline. Admin. Koverman briefly discussed the previous timeline that was set in 2008 and the conflicts it created with Gladiolus Days. He presented several options to hold separate Capital Improvement Planning meetings as well as a separate budget meeting. After further discussion it was agreed that Monday, August 31 at 5:00 p.m. (CIP) and Wednesday, September 2 at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers would be sufficient. 
4.
2009 Police Impala. Admin. Koverman reviewed the material from the Polar Chevrolet dealer that has a 2009 Impala police package. The price is $19,500. The Council discussed the option and Admin. Koverman expressed that he had researched the possibility of street cars as police vehicles to increase the fleet. He briefly described the advantages of that strategy, but in the end the police package was more suitable for several reasons as he listed. It was the recommendation of the Chief Bill Eckles and Admin. Koverman to purchase the vehicle. A motion was made to release the necessary  CIP funds because of all the miles and need for emergency reliability.


Motion to approve: Dave Braun



Seconded by: John Schaber



Motion declared carried.

5. 
Crime Free Housing Data. Chief of Police Bill Eckles reviewed the statistics from the last six months of calls with the Council. The data showed an almost even split between the types and calls and whether they were at private residences or apartments/rental units, 57-51. Resident Craig Hilmer questioned how many rental units there were and thought he remembered a total amount talked about. This data may help to make a more clear determination and provide some more insight. The Council agreed and will review the data at a later date.
NEW BUSINESS:
8.
Generators. Supt. Kyle Karger discussed the letter received from Ziegler Cat regarding any future generators. He highlighted how the cost will be going up because of new mandates by the government. This new machine will increase the cost significantly as well as the size of the machine. It was stated that by March of 2010 orders must be placed. Supt. Karger expressed that the savings could be a minimum of $500,000 for two units, but that the problem is demand. Without North Star Foods the City could push the need for those units, however if North Star were to rebuild and depending on the size the need could be sooner. Councilman Braun asked if there were any moneys available for such project and Mr. Karger was not aware of any sources at this time. 
9.
Resolution #09-19 2010 SCDP Grant Program. Admin. Koverman briefly reviewed the program that the City has applied to through SEMMCHRA as a partnered grant. Should the agency receive funding it would be a strong program to have in St. Charles. A motion was made to approve the participation in the program.


Motion to approve: John Schaber


Seconded by: Orv Dahl


Motion declared carried.

10.
Resolution #09-16 3.2 Liquor License Football Club. A motion was made to approve the license.


Motion to approve: Wayne Getz


Seconded by: John Schaber


Motion declared carried.

11. 
Resolution #09-17 3.2 Liquor License Wrestling Club. A motion was made to approve the license.


Motion to approve: Dave Braun


Seconded by: Wayne Getz


Motion declared carried.

12. 
Resolution #09-18 3.2 Liquor License Johnny’s 


Motion to approve: Orv Dahl


Seconded by: John Schaber


Motion declared carried.

13. 
Street Closure Request-Soppa Drive, August 29. A request was made to close the street at Soppa Drive for an annual block party. No discussion was held.


Motion to approve: John Schaber


Seconded by: Wayne Getz


Motion declared carried.

14.
Resolution #09-22. Motion to approve.


Motion to approve: Wayne Getz


Seconded by: Dave Braun


Motion declared carried.

15. 
Resolution #09-23. Motion to approve.


Motion to approve: John Schaber


Seconded by: Orv Dahl


Motion declared carried.

16. 
Resolution #09-24. Motion to approve.


Motion to approve: Wayne Getz


Seconded by: Dave Braun 


Motion declared carried.

17. 
Resolution #09-25. Motion to approve.


Motion to approve: John Schaber


Seconded by: Orv Dahl


Motion declared carried.

18. 
Resolution #09-26. Motion to approve.


Motion to approve: Wayne Getz


Seconded by: Dave Braun


Motion declared carried.
OPEN FORUM- Lee Groebner at 437 St. Charles addressed the Council in the open forum regarding the current planning and zoning issue with respect to the St. Charles Baptist Church. Mayor Spitzer directed them to the administrator.

Motion to adjourn at 8:00 p.m.
Motion to adjourn:  Orv Dahl
Seconded by:  John Schaber
Motion declared carried.








_____________________________







William J. Spitzer, Mayor
ATTEST:

_________________________________
Nick Koverman, City Administrator
