MINUTES of the ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL 

for Tuesday, December 8, 2009 held at 7:00 p.m. at

830 Whitewater Avenue, 

St. Charles, Minnesota

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Councilmen:

John Schaber

Dave Braun 
Orv Dahl
Wayne Getz 
Mayor Bill Spitzer 

STAFF PRESENT:
Nick Koverman, Administrator
Police Chief Bill Eckles
Kyle Karger, Public Works Superintendent

Kristine Huinker, City Accountant

Rick Schaber, Park & Rec Director
Wayne Schauble, City Attorney

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Dan White, Darrel Hoekstra (Waste Management), and David Schneider (Veolia). 
ESTABLISH QUORUM/CALL TO ORDER

Quorum was established with Mayor Spitzer calling the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL of the AGENDA: Addition of the following items under new business: 23) ATV Park Board Recommendation, 24) City Hall Closing, Dec. 31-3:00 p.m. Year end, 25) Library Closings, 26) Selecting final Council meeting.
Motion to Approve: John Schaber
Seconded by: Orv Dahl
Motion declared carried
APPROVAL of MINUTES

-November 10, 2009
Motion to approve: John Schaber
Seconded by: Wayne Getz
Strike second name of Joel Haas and add Julie Haas

Motion declared carried.

-November 24, 2009

Motion to approve: Orv Dahl

Seconded by: Dave Braun

No discussion

Motion declared carried.

APPROVAL of December PAYABLES

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz
Seconded by: John Schaber
Motion declared carried

NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS
Admin. Koverman shared the police union representative has notified the City that they would like to enter into renegotiations for the 2010 contract and that a future meeting will be arranged. He also received a letter from the Sanitary District discussing the future sun setting of SAC fees. This has been a discussion at the EDA level with respect to creating housing incentives.
REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES:

Reports were given by various department heads and Councilmen as they were included in the packet.

A motion was made to close the regular Council meeting at 7:16 p.m.

Motion to approve: Dave Braun

Seconded by: Wayne Getz

Motion declared carried

A motion was made to open the public hearing on proposed Ordinance #530 at 7:16 p.m.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

8. Public Hearing-Liquor Fees ---Mayor Spitzer began the public hearing by reading the proposed ordinance that highlighted the changes to the liquor fees. He called for any comments three times. Hearing no comment he called for a motion to close the public hearing. A motion was made to close the public hearing and reopen the regular Council meeting at 7:19 p.m..

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl
Motion declared carried.

15. Waste/Recycling RFP Review. Representatives from Waste Management and Veolia were present. David Schneider from Veolia introduced himself first and answered any questions from the Council. Darrel Hoekstra from Waste Management introduced himself. Mayor Spitzer commended Waste Management on doing a good job for 10 years. Councilman Dahl asked about the recycling rate considering the Council had been told a figure of .50 extra a month for recycling service in order to simply recoup the organization’s cost of a container. Mr. Hoekstra acknowledged that that indeed was the proposed rates but that the commodity market had changed and it was not indeed the price. Councilman Dahl explained that he had talked with other people who were serviced by Veolia and that they had no complaints and that they offered the lower rates. Mayor Spitzer expressed appreciation for Veolia in light of the flood of 2007 and being able to acquire dumpsters when no other community could. He also commented on the ability to negotiate a fuel surcharge with Veolia. A representative from Harter’s Quick Clean-Up service was not in attendance however Council reviewed the proposal as well. The Council after further discussion did not feel comfortable making a decision requesting more time to think about the proposals. It was asked if the decision was pushed to December 22 hypothetically would Veolia be able to comply by Jan. 1. It was stated that Veolia would make it happen. A motion to table the decision with further discussion at the December 22 meeting was made.

Motion to table: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.  
9. Ordinance #530-Amending Liquor Fees/Summary of Ordinance. ---With no discussion a motion was made to approve Ordinance #530

Motion to approve: Orv Dahl

Seconded by: Wayne Getz

Motion declared carried.

Motion to approve the Ordinance Summary: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

20. Quit Claim Deed/Alley Vacation. ---City Attorney Wayne Schauble presented information regarding a recent request for a Quit Claim Deed for a small southwest corner section south of Highway 14 located at the former St. Charles Pumphouse property. A vague title description left questions unanswered as the property owner tried to settle a closing with the new owners. After investigating various avenues and seeing if the City in fact had any claim to the property, which as part of the discussion it was deemed they did not, Mr. Schauble expressed that it is customary that a Quit Claim Deed be signed. In relation to the property a lack of finding of a recorded alley vacation in the Fairview Addition. After checking with the County Auditor, Recorder, County Fairgrounds, past former employees, etc. there are no records of the recorded vacation despite maps showing the alley as vacated. Mr. Schauble requested a motion to begin the process of formally vacating the alley. It was also discussed about including a utility easement if possible. A motion was made to authorize a Quit Claim Deed as well as begin the alley vacation process with any necessary language for a utility.
Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

10.2010 TNT Presentation/2010 Budget. ---City Accountant Kristine Huinker presented the 2010 Truth in Taxation presentation. Following the presentation the 2010 budget discussion was held. Admin. Koverman highlighted various budget cuts that amounted to $33,800 and brought the levy to 9.75 percent. After highlighting the cuts and proposing various ideas, Mrs. Huinker cautioned the Council that these cuts could negatively impact St. Charles’ future ability for levy dollars with the state’s mandated levy limit as it would reduce the City’s ability to leverage dollars while the State continues to cut its contribution which is 60 percent of the general fund. As part of the discussion, it was the consensus of the Council to not cut $2300 that is appropriated for portable toilets used throughout the city at various park locations. They also agreed that they would keep the remaining cuts, but would continue to levy at the state’s maximum allowed limit and to put those remaining dollars into the reserve fund which continues to remain below the 30 percent operating fund policy. The final levy percent would be 14.61 percent. A final resolution approving the budget and levy will be adopted for the Dec. 22 meeting.
11. Firefighters Applicants. The names of Mike Schultz, Paul McKay, Eric Omdahl, and Orlando Fernandez-Trejo were presented to the Council. A motion was made to approve the candidates as members of the fire department.

Motion to approve: Dave Braun

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

12. Resolution #09-34 Cigarette License. The list of applicants was reviewed. A motion was made to approve the names read from Resolution #09-34.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

13. Resolution #09-35. Liquor Licenses. The list of applicants was reviewed and the type of license requested. A motion was made to approve the resolution.

Motion to approve: Dave Braun

Seconded by: Wayne Getz

Motion declared carried.

14. 2010 Gas Bids. The bids were reviewed. It was questioned whether or not the bid could be split between Kwik Trip and Greenway Coop as way to help support several local businesses considering the bids were identical for unleaded gasoline. A motion was made to award the 2010 unleaded bid to Kwik Trip while the diesel bid was awarded to Greenway-Coop. 

Motion to approve Resolution #09-36: Dave Braun

Seconded by: Wayne Getz

Motion declared carried.

16. Workplace Violence Policy. A brief discussion was held on the workplace violence policy and a previous question from Mayor Spitzer was answered and he relayed that the City could not keep employees from carrying licensed firearms in the public area. With no further discussion a motion was made to approve the Workplace Violence Policy. 

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

17. 2010 Rate Increase. Ordinances #531, #532, #533. Admin. Koverman expressed that with regard to exploring the possibility of proposing a hybrid rate increase as opposed to the proposed $4 base water increase proved helpful as the City was able to cut the rate increase by 50 percent with the addition of a commodity charge. This option would also provide the customer with a way to conserve water rather than simply hitting the base rate. In addition the electric rate was lowered by an additional cutting of expenditures accounting for another $45,000. Motions were made to approve each resolution separately.

Motion to approve Ordinance #531-Water Rates: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

Motion to approve Ordinance #532-Sewer Rates: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

Motion to approve Ordinance #533-Electric Rates: Dave Braun

Seconded by: Wayne Getz

Council Braun expressed that many of the costs associated with the electric department are state mandated which is part of the reason for the necessary increases. Mayor Spitzer added that should the proposed carbon tax pass that it will dramatically affect electric rates nationally.

Motion declared carried.

18. 2010 SEMDC Contract. Mayor Spitzer briefly highlighted 2010 SEMDC contract. Admin. Koverman expressed that the cost of the contract had not changed from 2009 and that SEMDC did not plan to charge St. Charles or its residents for the extra time that Cris Gastner has helped to provide following the North Star Foods fire. Mr. Gastner is contracted 6 days a month and he has been on site 2 days a week since April. Councilman Schaber expressed that they are doing a good job and a made a motion to approve the contract.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.

19. 2010 Census Space Agreement. Admin. Koverman reviewed the letter provided by Winona County regarding a request to provide space during the 2010 Census update from mid March to mid April. A motion was made to approve the agreement. He added it would be a great service to be able to offer the residents.
Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.

21. Administrator Request for time. A motion was made to approve a time request off for January 11-15.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

22. Sanitary District Representative. Mayor Spitzer reviewed a letter from the Sanitary District requesting a candidate to fill the vacancy that will be opened December 31, 2009. A discussion of board meetings was held. Councilman Getz expressed that if no else wanted the position he would be willing to accept.  A motion was made to appoint Councilman Getz to the Sanitary District for a 2-year term.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.

23. ATV Park Board Recommendation. Park and Rec Director Rick Schaber addressed the board and shared the request by the Park Board and Street Department to investigate the purchase of an ATV. After a recent incident involving the ambulance and fire department the need for an ATV again resurfaced. After a discussion with the ambulance director Mr. Schaber expressed that he indicated the interest in partnering and that the fire department would be approached as well. Mayor Spitzer expressed how the Winona County Sheriff’s Rescue Department has their own unit and that they are multi-faceted pieces of equipment. Schaber discussed the benefits of the units and estimated the cost at around $11,500. A lease program was also discussed. It was the consensus of the Council to continue exploration of the unit with a winch option to be presented December 22.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried. 
24. City Hall Closing-December 31 at 3:00 p.m. A brief discussion was held regarding closing City Hall at 3:00 p.m. to conduct year end closing of accounts. Employees would remain to finish the closing and the entrance would be closed.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.

25. Library Closings. Councilman Braun relayed that the Library Board requested that the Library close December 31 at 6:00 p.m. due to no traffic and December 26 for the entire day for the same reason.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

26. Selecting a final 2009 Council meeting date. A brief discussion was held to switch the work session to a regular meeting for December 22, 2009.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.

UNSCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES. Dan White addressed the Council and thanked them for the opportunity to serve on the Library Board. 

Mayor Spitzer thanked the public works department and police for all of the work with regard to the storm that was hitting the area.

Motion to adjourn at 9:20 p.m.: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.








___________________________________








William J. Spitzer, Mayor

ATTEST:
__________________________________________

Nick Koverman, Administrator

