MINUTES of the ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL 

for Tuesday, February 24, 2009 held at 7:00 p.m. at

830 Whitewater Avenue, 

St. Charles, Minnesota

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Councilmen:

John Schaber

Dave Braun 
Orv Dahl

Wayne Getz 
Mayor Bill Spitzer 

STAFF PRESENT:

Nick Koverman, City Administrator

Bill Eckles, Police Chief

Kyle Karger, Public Works Superintendent

Janell Dahl, Deputy City Clerk
Holly Rognholt, Customer Service Specialist

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Rick Engstrom (WHKS), Wayne Schauble, Levi Rognholt, Bob Bambenek, and Craig Hilmer.
ESTABLISH QUORUM/CALL TO ORDER

Quorum was established with Mayor Spitzer calling the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL of the AGENDA
Motion to approve the agenda: Wayne Getz
Seconded by: John Schaber
Motion carried.

REVIEW of JANUARY FINANCIALS
NOTICES and COMMUNICATIONS
REPORTS of BOARDS and COMMITTEES:

Mayor Spitzer reported on the minutes of DESCASD. Bids will be received March 6 for the proposed plant expansion. They are also considering how to shut the line down east of Dover to St. Charles to perform a service function. 
Administrator Koverman expressed that the Board of Equalization date is set for Wednesday, April 8 at 7:00 p.m. Councilman Schaber, Getz, and Dahl have been formally trained to attend the meeting on behalf of the Council.
NEW BUSINESS:
1). Winona County Recorder Bob Bambenek-2008 Review Mr. Bambenek provided a brief review of the sales around the county and expressed that for St. Charles it is a positive picture. He pointed out the rural acreage prices and expressed that it was a good, good market. Councilman Braun asked how many foreclosures were due to flood. Mr. Bambenek knew of only two to date.
2). I&I 2009 Project Discussion. Rick Engstrom from WHKS highlighted a list of projects that were given to the Council as options for 2009 I&I projects. Following the discussion, one of the items mentioned was the purchase of a vacuum/televising truck. Supt. Karger explained that for the 2009 project list $25,000 was being set aside for televising of service lines. He plans that same amount for the next two years. In addition, the city spends nearly $20,000 annually for the upkeep of other sewer lines in order to maintain our maintenance agreement for our insurance. Mr. Karger also expressed that he does not believe the storm sewer drains have ever been cleaned due to cost expense. The Council discussed the versatility of having a unit on hand for not only the city but the Sanitary District and surrounding towns. It would be a way of recouping 
expenses. The estimated cost for the unit was $70,000, but Mr. Karger expressed he would have real numbers by the next meeting. Council did ask about the number of hours on the unit. He would have that figure as well.

3). 800 MHZ Tower. Administrator Koverman highlighted a discussion between Rick Freshwater from the Olmsted Sheriff’s Office, Winona County Sheriff Dave Brand, and Supt. Kyle Karger. They are requesting to put a tower in St. Charles on top of the water tower to provide better coverage for Winona County and the rest of the area. In addition to the request of having the tower located in St. Charles, he also asked whether or not the Council would charge to have the antenna located there. Administrator Koverman expressed that Mr. Freshwater had explained that he would be more than happy to come to the March 24th meeting to discuss the matter further. The Council looked forward to the discussion.
4). Closed Meeting. Personnel Grievance. 

Motion to close:7:55 p.m.

Motion to close: Dave Braun

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

Motion to open closed meeting: 7:57 p.m.

Motion to close closed and reopen public meeting, 8:29 pm.:

Motion: John Schaber

Seconded: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.
Mayor Spitzer made the statement the meeting referenced a personnel grievance to a public citizen who exhibited unruly behavior and at this time the Council looked at the police report and reports by the staff and concluded that there was no wrong doing by the employee that have been seen.

Motion to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.

Motion to approve: Dave Braun
Seconded by: Orv Dahl
Motion declared carried.
                                                                                    ___________________________________








William J. Spitzer, Mayor

ATTEST:
__________________________________________

Nick Koverman, Administrator

