MINUTES of the ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL 

for Tuesday, January 27, 2009 held at 7:00 p.m. at

830 Whitewater Avenue, 

St. Charles, Minnesota

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Councilmen:

John Schaber

Dave Braun 
Orv Dahl

Wayne Getz 
Mayor Bill Spitzer 

STAFF PRESENT:

Nick Koverman, City Administrator

Bill Eckles, Police Chief

Kyle Karger, Public Works Superintendent

Rick Schaber, Park/Rec Dir.

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Rick Engstrom (WHKS), and Craig Hilmer.
ESTABLISH QUORUM/CALL TO ORDER

Quorum was established with Mayor Spitzer calling the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL of the AGENDA
An addition under NEW BUSINESS: 

10). DISCUSS: I&I Report/Sump Pump Notice—Rick Engstrom
11). DISCUSS: Heim Detachment
Motion to approve the agenda: John Schaber
Seconded by: Dave Braun
Motion carried.

APPROVAL of JANUARY PAYABLES & FINANCIAL
Motion to approve: Wayne Getz
Seconded by: John Schaber
Motion declared carried

NOTICES and COMMUNICATIONS
REPORTS of BOARDS and COMMITTEES:

Reports were given from the various members regarding their respective boards.
OLD BUSINESS:

1). Proposed General Fund Reductions: Administrator Koverman reviewed the composite list of General Fund expenditure reductions in the amount of $85,150 and re-highlighted the CIP projects of $135,000 in potential dollars. He also pointed out $45,000 of other budget options that could be utilized in addition. He expressed that with the Council direction the cuts were managed and at the present time sufficed the early indication from the governor as a $78,000 reduction in LGA to the City of St. Charles for 2009. While this number is not final it was a starting point. In total a plan of $265,000 in reductions was presented. Mayor Spitzer expressed concern regarding the need to reduce part-time hours which would eliminate 24 hour coverage. In addition, the library cuts which called for closing a day or 5 hours of time on Monday was also a concern. It was thought that possibly Mrs. Grossardt may be able to provide times or ideas as to when coming up with those 5 hours would be more acceptable. Councilman Schaber expressed it sounded like a fair process. Administrator Koverman was asked whether or not he thought the City should continue with the General Fund reductions or simply use CIP. He expressed his concern for the short-term fix of the CIP and how we have already created the reductions. In addition, the amount could become worse and we need to provide as much flexibility as possible for the City. A motion was made to implement the $85,000 in changes to 2009 and remain in a state of a frozen CIP plan at least until February.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.
NEW BUSINESS:

2. Library Use Policy. Mayor Spitzer briefly touched on the library use policy presented and asked for any questions or concerns. Hearing none a motion was made to approve the policy.
Motion to approve: Dave Braun

Seconded by: Wayne Getz

Motion declared carried.

3. WIC Use of Library. A review of the discussion to allow WIC to use the library meeting room was discussed and all agreed it was a good program and that it would allow young families a chance to come into the library and learn about its services. Motion to approve the use of the library by WIC.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

4. Resolution #09-01 North Star Variance. Mayor Spitzer reviewed the resolution and asked for comments. Hearing none a motion was made to approve the variance request.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

5. EDA Request CWS Marketing. Mayor Spitzer highlighted the company and the service and how it would encourage people to come to our community. Councilman Getz expressed a few points that he particularly appreciated with the service. A motion was made to approve the contract with CWS. Councilman Schaber questioned whether or not we own the intellectual property after the year contract would expire. A friendly amendment to approve the contract based on whether or not we own the intellectual property rights after a year was made.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: Bill Spitzer

Motion declared carried.

6. EDA Request –Timm’s Trikes Loan Extension. Administrator Koverman highlighted the request by the EDA to extend the final two loan payments for 6 months to Timm’s Trikes.

Motion to approve: Dave Braun

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

7. 2008 Pay Equity Report. Administrator Koverman highlighted the last time the state mandated pay equity report was due. Administrator Koverman said that currently the City is in compliance, but recommended bringing in an outside service such as the Hay Group to do an evaluation of the positions. The City would have time before the next report due. Mayor Spitzer expressed that he had seen information requesting to outline various mandates that were not necessary. He indicated that the information expressed that certain requirements by cities may be waived and the next report may be one of those items. A motion was made to approve the 2008 Pay Equity Report by the Council.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.

8. Health insurance renewal. Administrator Koverman highlighted the conversation by AT Group representative Bill Singer from a year prior when the City switched coverage’s to lower the premiums and find savings through a Health Savings Account plan. The presented information was that the City would experience a high single or low double digit increase. Administrator Koverman expressed that did not happen as the factors that affect the insurance are ever increasing. The renewal amount was $4,725.46 above the budgeted amount expressed Koverman. In addition, the HSA deductible increased from $2200 to $2300 (single) and $4400 to $4500 (family). In discussing the item with Mr. Singer he expressed that other providers experienced a 33% increase. Councilman Braun concurred with the statement. A motion was made to continue with Health Partners for the renewal costs. 
Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.

9. End of the Year Reports. Mayor Spitzer thanked all the department heads for the hard work. No questions were asked of the reports.

10. I&I/Sump Pump-Rick Engstrom. Rick Engstrom delivered an update on the sump pump inspection program. The numbers were as follows: total properties (1739), total inspected 1677 (96%), remaining to be inspected 62(4%), failed inspections 79-beaver systems 9, roof drain 1, footing drain, 5 confirmed/5 further investigation needed, sump pumps 59, corrected sump pumps 43. A discussion was held regarding how to rectify the 62. Using red tags and having crew members go around trying and contact owners were suggested. Motion was made to apply door hangers and have Kyle’s crew work with WHKS to personally contact the remaining 62 people and if no contact is made to penalize beginning March 1.
Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Wayne Getz

Motion declared carried.

11. Heim detachment. Administrator Koverman opened a discussion looking for direction on an annexed 60 acres. Currently the city is not serving the property with water and sewer as agreed. Further information was going to be needed and Administrator Koverman would be talking with the Township Board to get their feelings.
Motion to adjourn at 8:20 p.m.

Motion to approve: Dave Braun
Seconded by: John Schaber
Motion declared carried.
                                                                                    ___________________________________








William J. Spitzer, Mayor

ATTEST:
__________________________________________

Nick Koverman, Administrator

