MINUTES of the ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL 

for Tuesday, June 9, 2009 held at 7:00 p.m. at

830 Whitewater Avenue, 

St. Charles, Minnesota

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Councilmen:

John Schaber

Dave Braun 
Orv Dahl
Wayne Getz 
Mayor Bill Spitzer 

STAFF PRESENT:
Nick Koverman, Administrator
Police Chief Bill Eckles
Supt Kyle Karger

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Julie Haas, Shirley Heim, Keith Zanto, Nancy Heim, Jeff Hardtke, Renee Ingersoll-Hewitt and Craig Hilmer. 
ESTABLISH QUORUM/CALL TO ORDER

Quorum was established with Mayor Spitzer calling the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL of the AGENDA: Addition of School Board Report. 
NEW BUSINESS: 11. EDA Letter/Confidentiality Agreement

Motion to Approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun
Motion declared carried
APPROVAL of MINUTES

-May 12, 2009
Motion to approve: Wayne Getz
Seconded by: Orv Dahl
No discussion

Motion declared carried.

-May 26, 2009
Motion to approve: John Schaber
Seconded by: Dave Braun
No discussion

Motion declared carried
APPROVAL of May PAYABLES

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz
Seconded by: Orv Dahl
Motion declared carried

NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

-A master list of foreclosure properties was presented to the Council. Admin. Koverman expressed that the concern for these properties was steadily growing.
REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES:

Reports were given by various department heads and Councilmen as they were included in the packet.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Utility Deferment options. Administrator Koverman relayed that after contacting Albert Lea and New Ulm that neither city enacted any special program or compensation for residents affected by the loss of their major business. In addition, utility specialist Holly Rognholt reported to Koverman that only a handful of residents have come in throughout the two months. Through local sources they have been able to help these residents. Councilman Schaber and Braun agreed that at this time they felt the Council should wait as the need has not been demonstrated.

2. 2009 Amended Budget. Admin Koverman explained that a budget would be provided at the next meeting, but that the majority of cuts had been done in February by the Council.

3. Brookwood Parking Lot. Mayor Spitzer reviewed the proposal to utilize funds from the Prairie Island community that was donated in 2007 to help pay for the proposed parking lot at Brookwood Trailer Park. Council agreed with the use of the funds that would serve the entire community. A motion was made to approve the use of the funds.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Motion seconded: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.
4. 13th Street Sidewalk. Supt. Karger again addressed the issue of the 13th Street improvement with the use of a sidewalk. In talking with the project contractor, he felt the sidewalk was necessary in order to solve the water problem. Mayor Spitzer expressed that he has received numerous calls regarding the safety of that area. The discussion continued onto the sidewalk CIP program and the calls for sidewalk aid. Council agreed to release $10,000 additional funds of the CIP for the sidewalk improvement program. Supt. Karger and Admin. Koverman would bring the revised policy to the Council for review at the next meeting. Councilman Schaber expressed not to spend the money too fast and it was discussed that the City would not initiate any projects. A motion to release the $10,000 for the 13th Street sidewalk and $10,000 for the sidewalk replacement program was made.
Motion to approve: Mayor Spitzer

Seconded by: Wayne Getz

Motion declared carried.

5. High Speed Rail Co-Committee Member. Mayor Spitzer provided a brief update on a recent meeting of the HSR committee. Per the agreement the City is required to select an alternate. After discussion of times, Councilman Schaber volunteered. A motion was made to appoint Councilman Schaber.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

6. ARRA Grant. A brief review of the EMS building plan and need was presented by Admin. Koverman. He highlighted the federal stimulus dollars and requested permission to apply. A motion was made to apply for stimulus dollars.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl
Motion declared carried.

7. St. Charles Ambulance. Ambulance Director Jeff Hardtke addressed the Council and presented information on the growing number of service calls. He provided information that highlighted the lost revenue from calls given to neighboring services which could account for as much as $20,000. This dollar figure he estimated would pay for the use of a second rig. Questions of crew size, storage, and outfitting were all addressed. The cost of a new rig would be estimated at roughly $142,000. He proposed using $60,000 of the ambulance reserve fund ($181,000). It would cost $12,500 to buy out the current lease and the city would own the first rig. Hardtke expressed that day shifts are covered well and that they were putting out advertising to increase volunteers to a crew of sixteen. All agreed that the growing number of calls, the safety and response for the community, as well as being cost justified were reasons enough to purchase the second rig. A motion was made to buy out the first lease, put a down payment on a second unit and to investigate lease financing options for the second rig.
Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

8. Resolution #09-13. The Council reviewed the Home Occupation list. It was the recommendation from the P&Z to renew the permits. Motion to approve the Home Occupation list.
Motion to approve: Dave Braun

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

9. Resolution #09-14 Krenzke Variance. Councilman Schaber discussed the findings of fact determined by the Planning & Zoning. The resolution was read. A motion was made to approve Resolution #09-14 and adopt the findings of fact provided by the P&Z.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared

10. Eaton Minor Subdivision. The P&Z review was discussed and Admin. Koverman expressed that the subdivision did not require any variances. A motion was made to approve the minor subdivision.
Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

11. EDA Letter of Commitment to North Star Foods/Confidentiality Agreement. The Council reviewed the commitment letter to North Star Foods and approved the EDA Director to send the letter with a motion to that effect. Admin. Koverman expressed that he received the confidentiality agreement late in the afternoon from North Star Foods. He would like the city’s legal counsel to review the agreement. A motion was made to forward the agreement to the City Attorney for review.
Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.

PUBLIC APPEARANCES: Shirley Heim questioned the real estate tax increases as well as the electrical rates. Admin. Koverman provided a brief explanation as to the reasoning expressed by the electrical engineer, the current Dairyland contract true-up mechanism, and the lost revenue portion of North Star Foods.

Mayor Spitzer expressed that the Council was going to close the meeting to discuss real estate options that were discussed at the EDA meeting as disclosed in the EDA minutes.

A motion to close the meeting at 8:34 p.m. was made.


Motion to approve: Dave Braun


Seconded by: Orv Dahl


Motion declared carried.


A motion was made to close the closed meeting and reopen the meeting at 9:28 p.m.


Motion to approve John Schaber


Seconded by: Wayne Getz


Motion declared carried.

12. Closed Meeting. Mayor Spitzer began the discussion talking about the properties the City was looking to purchase. A motion was made to purchase Property A not to exceed $55,900

An amendment to the motion was to cut the money necessary for the first payment of roughly $13,000 from another spot within the CIP.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: Bill Spitzer

A roll call vote was called.

Aye: Schaber, Getz, Braun

Nay: Dahl

Motion declared carried. Passed 3-1

A Motion was made to purchase Property B only if property A was acquired and not to exceed $90,000 total.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Councilman Dahl voted against.

Motion declared carried 3-1.

Motion to adjourn at 9:32 p.m.

Motion to approve: Dave Braun

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.








___________________________________








William J. Spitzer, Mayor

ATTEST:
__________________________________________

Janell Dahl, Deputy City Clerk
