MINUTES of the ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL 

for Tuesday, March  24, 2009 held at 7:00 p.m. at

830 Whitewater Avenue, 

St. Charles, Minnesota

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Councilmen:

John Schaber

Dave Braun 
Orv Dahl

Wayne Getz 
Mayor Bill Spitzer 

STAFF PRESENT:

Nick Koverman, City Administrator

Bill Eckles, Police Chief

Jeff Hardtke, Ambulance Director
Renee Hewitt, St. Charles Ambulance

Kyle Mueller, St. Charles Fire

Kenny Loftus, St. Charles Fire

Keith Zanto, St. Charles Fire

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Rick Freshwater (Olmsted County Sheriffs), Wade Goss, Jose Rivas, and Craig Hilmer.
ESTABLISH QUORUM/CALL TO ORDER

Quorum was established with Mayor Spitzer calling the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.
PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL of the AGENDA
Motion to approve the agenda: John Schaber
Seconded by: Wayne Getz
Motion carried.

REVIEW of FEBRUARY FINANCIALS
NOTICES and COMMUNICATIONS
-Town Meeting Initiative April 16

-DESCASD Report (Mayor Spitzer)

-Safe Routes to School Grant. The City of St. Charles was not accepted for their project for a pedestrian/walkway over Hwy 14

-Winona County was informed that they did not receive funding for the Fire Fighters Assistance Grant. Winona County plans to reapply in 2009.
-Smith Schaefer Auditing have set a meeting to review the financials April 17 from 9:00 a.m. – noon.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

1). EMS Antenna. Rick Freshwater. Mr. Freshwater provided information on a proposed antenna tower for the 800 MHZ system to better connect Olmsted County and Winona County. They requested to put the antenna and 14 by 20 building on the parcel by the water tower. He highlighted the advantages to the City and Counties. Councilman Dahl expressed that he was in favor of the idea since it will help our coverage area and not cost us anything. No decision was made at that time.

NEW BUSINESS:

2). Ambulance Lease. Jeff Hardtke updated the Council on the formation of a truck committee as the ambulance service updates their lease every 3 years. Mr. Hardtke is reviewing every option and weighing what would be in the best interest of the city. Councilman Schaber expressed how the lease has worked well in order to maintain current technologies. He will continue to update the Council on their progress.

3). EMS Building. Jose Rivas, lead architect/designer from Yaggy Colby, provided cost estimates and plans to the City Council. After reviewing sites and talking with both departments he has analyzed the options of separate facilities and joint facilities. After working with the building committee that was comprised of Keith Zantow, Kenny Loftus, Kyle Mueller, Jeff Hardtke, Renee Ingersoll, Mayor Bill Spitzer, Administrator Nick Koverman, and Mike Schultz, the group agreed that a joint facility that reused the existing firehall would be the most cost effective and service the needs of the community for the next 50 years. The total proposed cost with contingency fees built in would cost approximately $1.4 million. Mayor Spitzer asked that the Council take the next several weeks to review the plan and come back in April to discuss the project. Councilman Schaber asked to know what a ballpark estimate would be to repair some of the dilapidated parts of the building. Councilman Dahl asked if they could receive phone numbers of the committee members to be able to ask additional questions.
Motion to adjourn at 8:07 p.m.

Motion to adjourn: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.

                                                                                    ___________________________________








William J. Spitzer, Mayor

ATTEST:
__________________________________________

Nick Koverman, Administrator

