MINUTES of the ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL 

for Tuesday, May 26, 2009 held at 7:00 p.m. at

830 Whitewater Avenue, 

St. Charles, Minnesota

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Councilmen:

John Schaber

Dave Braun 
Orv Dahl (absent)
Wayne Getz 
Mayor Bill Spitzer 

STAFF PRESENT:

Nick Koverman, City Administrator

Bill Eckles, Police Chief

Kyle Karger, Public Works Supt.

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Nancy Heim and Craig Hilmer.
ESTABLISH QUORUM/CALL TO ORDER

Quorum was established with Mayor Spitzer calling the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.
PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL of the AGENDA 

Motion to approve the agenda: John Schaber
Seconded by: Wayne Getz
Motion carried.

REVIEW of May FINANCIALS
NOTICES and COMMUNICATIONS
-Mayor Spitzer reviewed the 2009 Mayor’s Conference he attended. He also discussed the Dover, Eyota, St. Charles Sanitary District meeting. They are proposing $50,000 in cuts to their 2009 budget. They will be slowly releasing the anhydrous ammonia 1.6 million gallons of water from North Star Foods per the MPCA.

OLD BUSINESS:

1). Brookwood Parking Lot.  Administrator Koverman highlighted the previous May 12 discussion of the decision to turn the trailer park into a parking lot. The DNR is willing to pay to purchase the land back from FEMA, but will not participate in the blacktopping program. A plan to gravel the portion of the proposed lot as a first phase was quoted at $22,500. Currently the City is holding onto $20,000 provided by the Prairie Island Indian Community for the flood as part of the recovery project. Admin. Koverman wanted to open a discussion of the use of those funds. Councilman Schaber liked the idea and the concensus of the Council was that it would be a worth while project. This will be brought up at the June 9 meeting.
2). Electric Rates. Dave Krause of Krause Engineering was on hand to discuss the 2009-2010 proposed contract rates that include a true-up and current contract mechanism. Because of increased cost in providing energy to the City through railroad and barge costs, the doubled cost of coal, plus the added temporary loss of a new plant at the end of 2008, the new rate came in higher than anticipated. In addition, Krause suggested a 1 cent increase for the loss of North Star Foods. In total it would be a 25.3 percent increase. Dairyland has expressed that 20 percent increases over the next 5 years could be expected. Admin. Koverman expressed that rates could have been much higher if the Council had not taken action in January. The increase helped to offset a greater deficit. The Dairyland contract runs May to June of each year. Krause hopes to bring a comparison back to the Council to show how rates compare to surrounding areas.
NEW BUSINESS

3). 13th Street Sidewalk. Mayor Spitzer began the discussion by expressing that the City has received numerous complaints over pedestrian traffic and drainage between 13th Street and Whitewater Avenue. Supt. Karger added that the road that is currently there does not meet the City’s specifications and that if the Council wanted to put a sidewalk in on the south side of 13th Street that now would be the time. However, there is no money in the budget for such project at a cost of $9,500. City Engineer Rick Engstrom has expressed that the curb and sidewalk would help in the drainage of the affected areas. Mayor Spitzer proposed to the Council $10,000 of the $40,000 sidewalk Capital Improvement Project budget to be unfroze for this project. Supt. Karger expressed that he would need a final determination from the Council by mid June. Councilman Schaber expressed that he was not willing to unfreeze the CIP just yet. The issue will be brought forth at the June 9 meeting.

4. Hillside Cemetery Project. Supt. Karger updated the Council on the Public Works meeting where the request to investigate drainage issues coming off the hill north of the cemetery was made. After inspection City Engineer Rick Engstrom and Supt. Karger found extensive damage to the hillside which if not taken care of would continue to create problems for the cemetery. Proposed fill and rip-rap will be added. 

Motion to adjourn at 7:37 p.m.

Motion to adjourn: John Schaber

Seconded by: Dave Braun
Motion declared carried.

                                                                                    ___________________________________








William J. Spitzer, Mayor

ATTEST:
__________________________________________

Nick Koverman, Administrator

