MINUTES of the ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL 

for Tuesday, November 10, 2009 held at 7:00 p.m. at

830 Whitewater Avenue, 

St. Charles, Minnesota

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Councilmen:

John Schaber

Dave Braun 
Orv Dahl
Wayne Getz 
Mayor Bill Spitzer 

STAFF PRESENT:
Nick Koverman, Administrator
Police Chief Bill Eckles
Kyle Karger, Public Works Superintendent

Kristine Huinker, City Accountant

Cris Gastner, EDA Director

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Joel P. Haas, Lyle Peterson (St. Charles Fire), Pam Beirne, Andrew Beirne, Tyler Denning, Julie Haas, Nancy Heim, and Craig Hilmer. 
ESTABLISH QUORUM/CALL TO ORDER

Quorum was established with Mayor Spitzer calling the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL of the AGENDA: Addition of the following items under new business: 12) Four New Firefighers
Motion to Approve: Wayne Getz
Seconded by: John Schaber
Motion declared carried
APPROVAL of MINUTES

-October 13, 2009
Motion to approve: Dave Braun
Seconded by: Orv Dahl
No discussion

Motion declared carried.

APPROVAL of November PAYABLES

Motion to approve: John Schaber
Seconded by: Orv Dahl
Motion declared carried

NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS
Admin. Koverman shared with the group a meeting held with MNDOT regarding the future 2010 summer project and how members of the business community met with the representatives to discuss various concerns and issues. One issue of the cross-walks that was brought up at that meeting and that Councilman Braun also reported was resolved. Continued relations continue to build bridges with MNDOT.
REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES:

Reports were given by various department heads and Councilmen as they were included in the packet.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. 2009 Rate Study. Merle LeBakken presented information regarding the costs and services provided by the St. Charles Electric Utility. He presented information to the Council that showed the need for a 14% average increase in utility rates. He did discuss the future concern of carbon tax and trade and other factors of MISO and transmission. He expressed he would make a recommendation as far as when to approve a rate increase if it indeed could be delayed or not.

2. EDA Report. Cris Gastner from the EDA presented information requested by the EDA Board and Council as to a report that shows the investment of dollars versus the impact on taxes from those dollars as well as new businesses to the area that could be attributed to the EDA work. 

7. Resolution #09-31 Regional Parks/Trails Grant. Cris Gastner presented a resolution for the City to apply for a grant for $300,000 with a cost share by the City for $100,000 for a non-state designated trail within city limits. It was questioned if the City cannot complete the trail then could we give the money back. Mr. Gastner explained that the City could return the funds. Mayor Spitzer detailed how this trail could also be used as an emergency route if the need arose and that it might have been helpful during the 2007 floods. Councilman Schaber was in favor of the resolution because it would not tie the City to the project, but rather was a support of the application. A motion to approve the resolution was made

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Wayne Getz

Motion declared carried.

12. 4 New Firefighters. Fire Chief Lyle Peterson was present to request the hiring of four additional firemen. Currently the department had 3 openings due to attrition, but Mr. Peterson felt that due to the 1 year probation and the possibility of candidates choosing not to continue with the training and the various expertise and in-town day-time firemen that it would be a benefit to the department. It was expressed that as a result of this last year’s events the importance of a good fire department. A motion was made to approve the hiring of four firemen with the names to be presented later.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

3. 2009 Investment Report. City Accountant Kristine Huinker presented the 2009 Investment Report that that detailed how the City’s investment accounts were doing considering the down economy. Her general message was how sound the investment portfolio was despite losing revenues from reduced interest rates.

4. Garbage RFP.  Administrator Koverman presented the garbage RFP. The Council reviewed the RFP. He expressed that the City Attorney was looking over and any additional changes would be added. With no further discussion a motion was made to approve the RFP with any necessary changes provided by the City Attorney.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: Dave Braun

Motion declared carried.
5. 2010 Gas Bids. Admin. Koverman highlighted the recent change to the St. Charles Pumphouse and relayed that Greenway Co-op could not honor the existing bid and shared the .05 cent discount that the company was willing to offer the City. He also informed them that gas bid letters for 2010 would be going out shortly to be reviewed during their December meeting.

6. Setting of a Public Hearing for Liquor License Fees. Admin. Koverman shared the recent class that he and City Clerk Janell Dahl had attended. At present the City only charges $100 for off-sale intoxicating liquor licenses. However, as mandated by the state if a business chooses to provide training for employees, an incentive for employees to catch underage drinkers and a penalty program to punish employees who fail compliance checks, along with posting policies of requiring IDs to anyone appearing to be 30 years old or less then the organization may receive $100 back. State law provides for a fee of $240 dollars. In addition currently the off-sale 3.2 percent is charged at $50. This fee should cover compliance checks and real costs of officers, etc. for that fee. It was reminded that the City is ultimately responsible for any licenses issued and that the necessary steps should be taken to address any issues. Letters have also been issued to update premises where liquor may be consumed as well as how clubs operate. At this time the City is providing 12 months for compliance of operational issues concerning these clubs. Admin. Koverman informed the Council that we are working with our local groups to ensure safe and proper operations. He requested that a public hearing be set for December 8th at 7 p.m. to hear any concerns. The Council reviewed the public hearing notice.
8. Resolution #09-32 Liquor License Greenway Co-op.  Admin. Koverman addressed the reasonings as to Greenway Co-op needing a license to carry them through the year. A new liquor license would be applied for 2010. A motion to approve the liquor license was made.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

      9.
Resolution #09-33 Greenway Co-op Cigarette License. The licenses are non-transferable which was the reasoning for the application. A motion was made to approve the license.


Motion to approve: Dave Braun


Seconded by: Orv Dahl


Motion declared carried.

10. Well #3 variable motor drive. Supt. Karger highlighted issues of water spikes and expressed that to curtail the problem a variable speed motor for Well#3 would go a long way to solving the issue. Supt. Karger provided an estimate and expressed that the item was necessary in order to reduce the spikes to an acceptable level. The Council reviewed the estimate and under consensus agreed that it was in the best interest of the community to move forward with the project.

11.  UMMPA/AIMU Smart Grid Grant. Admin. Koverman detailed that the $5 million stimulus grant submitted on behalf of UMMPA and AIMU was accepted and that the letter of intent was enclosed. More information on Smart thermostats which the grant will pay for 40 percent of the costs will be forthcoming. Various webinars will be arranged for the Council to attend. 
UNSCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES: Joel Haas addressed the Council questioning the current law suit. Mayor Spitzer expressed that he could not comment but that law suits take a long time and that we are working with the League of Minnesota Cities on the process. John Decker added he wanted to enter the lawsuit as well. He also questioned the side walk assessment policy.

Motion to adjourn: 9:00 p.m.

Motion to approve: John Schaber
Seconded by: Dave Braun
Motion declared carried.  







___________________________________








William J. Spitzer, Mayor

ATTEST:
__________________________________________

Nick Koverman, Administrator

