MINUTES of the ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL 

for Tuesday, October 13, 2009 held at 7:00 p.m. at

830 Whitewater Avenue, 

St. Charles, Minnesota

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Councilmen:

John Schaber

Dave Braun (absent)
Orv Dahl
Wayne Getz 
Mayor Bill Spitzer 

STAFF PRESENT:
Nick Koverman, Administrator
Police Chief Bill Eckles
Kyle Karger, Public Works Superintendent

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Wayne Schauble (City Attorney), Louis Kieffer, Judy Nicklay, Chuck Nicklay, Lee Groebner, Cathy Groebner, Deb Wiskow, Laura Wiskow, Dan Nicklay, Jane Hughes, Stefen Hughes, Joel Haas, John W. Decker, Nancy Heim, and Craig Hilmer. 
ESTABLISH QUORUM/CALL TO ORDER

Quorum was established with Mayor Spitzer calling the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL of the AGENDA: Addition of the following items under new business: 9) Library Lease/Computer Request, 10). Library Investment Recommendation
Motion to Approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Wayne Getz
Motion declared carried
APPROVAL of MINUTES

-September 8, 2009
Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl
No discussion

Motion declared carried.

-September 22, 2009
Motion to approve: Wayne Getz
Seconded by: Orv Dahl
No discussion

Motion declared carried
APPROVAL of October PAYABLES

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz
Seconded by: John Schaber
Motion declared carried

NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

Mayor Spitzer read a thank you letter addressed to the St. Charles Electric Dept. for the recent delivery of the energy packet. He also informed the Council about the recent ribbon cutting for Dr. Pam Peterson at the old Olmsted Medical building. 
REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES:

Reports were given by various department heads and Councilmen as they were included in the packet.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Ordinance #529 Zoning Amendment-Church/Place of Worship/Religious Institution. Mayor Spitzer read the proposed ordinance. Councilman Schaber asked about the options of midnight mass or early morning masses for various congregations with regard to the hours of operation. City Attorney Wayne Schauble offered proposed language as an exception for such practices by religious groups. A motion was made to approve the definition and development standards of the church/place of worship/religious institution.

        Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

No discussion was held. 

Motion declared carried.

A motion to adopt the findings of the Planning and Zoning Commission as read.

Motion to approve: John Schaber
Seconded by: Orv Dahl.

Motion declared carried.

2. Resolution #09-20 St. Charles Baptist Church. Mayor Spitzer read the resolution in full. He opened the discussion. Joel Haas addressed the Council with the question of zoning and single family residential. It was expressed that single family was permitted, however that dormitory housing was not unless a Conditional Use Permit was sought. Jane Hughes raised her concern of housing and those being bused from the Olmsted County Jail. Mayor Spitzer expressed that variance was not to approve housing and that Pastor Dunphy gave his word during the Planning & Zoning public hearing that he would not house anyone at 442 St. Charles Avenue. Administrator Koverman reiterated the comments from the public hearing that residents were not opposed to the church, but rather the housing in the facility that was not single family residential related. A motion was made to approve the variance as read.

Motion to approve: Orv Dahl

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

A motion was made to approve the Findings of Fact as read.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

3. City Land Sale. Mayor Spitzer led the discussion with a recap of a prior meeting to discuss the potential land sale of a parcel along Old Valley Road next to Well #4. The question was raised with regard to a prior discussion of the property and whether it was indeed buildable. Councilman Getz added to the discussion that talk about using the property never went any further, but that the owner traded the land for the city putting in the road. Supt. Karger also asked the Council to consider either allowing him to sell the land or trade for other needs of the city. The Council felt this was a good option, but also added that they would like the property to be rezoned prior to a sale or swap. A motion was made to continue the exploration of the selling or swapping it for another property.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Wayne Getz

Motion declared carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

4. Parking Exemptions. A list of parking exemptions was given to the Council for consideration. These were annual considerations and none of the application requests were new. A motion to approve the exceptions was made.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

5. Fire Hall Roof Bids. The Council reviewed the bids submitted. A motion was made to select the estimate of Kevin Decker for $13,870. A discussion was held with regard to the insulation bid.   A friendly amendment was made to approve Mr. Koverman to review the insulation bid with Mr. Decker since his estimate only covered replacing what was damaged versus the entire roof. Mayor Spitzer asked for a consensus to replace only that which needs replacing and the Council agreed.
Motion to approve: Orv Dahl

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

6. Request to advertise part-time officers. The Council reviewed the request from Chief of Police Bill Eckles. Given the leave of absence request as well as the difficulty in filling shifts the Council made a motion to approve the advertising for two part-time police officers.

Motion to approve: Wayne Getz

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

7. Resolution #09-30 Sidewalk Assessment (Fran and Amy Schmit). The Council reviewed the request and approved the assessment of $750 at 6 percent for 5 years. Mr. And Mrs. Schmit also signed a waiver for a public hearing since they requested the assessment. 

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

8. JD 1445 Park Board Recommendation. A request for action was reviewed by the Council for the replacement of the JD 1445 and to use CIP Funds in the amount of $13,893.75 to John Deere as a recommendation from the Park Board. A motion was made to approve the purchase.

Motion to approve: Orv Dahl

Seconded by: John Schaber

Motion declared carried.

9. Library Computer Lease. Administrator Koverman highlighted a recommendation from the Library Board to approve a 3 year lease of three computers from SELCO. It was asked about the responsibility of the hardware. Councilman Schaber thought it was part of the lease. Admin. Koverman would verify that question. A motion was made to approve the lease which would come from fundraising/foundation dollars. 

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Wayne Getz

Motion declared carried.

10. Library Investment. After reviewing the library shortfall that has occurred since 2006 as a result of the library expansion, it was deemed necessary to cash an investment that is maturing December 2010. The amount of the investment was $19,626. After reviewing the recommendation the Council motioned to approve the liquidation of the investment.

Motion to approve: John Schaber

Seconded by: Orv Dahl

Motion declared carried.

UNSCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES: Joel Haas addressed the Council questioning the current law suit. Mayor Spitzer expressed that he could not comment but that lawsuits take a long time and that we are working with the League of Minnesota Cities on the process. John Decker added he wanted to enter the lawsuit as well. He also questioned the sidewalk assessment policy.

Motion to adjourn: 8:28 p.m.

Motion to approve: Orv Dahl

Seconded by: Wayne Getz

Motion declared carried.  







___________________________________








William J. Spitzer, Mayor

ATTEST:
__________________________________________

Nick Koverman, Administrator

