MINUTES of the ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL 

for Tuesday, September 22, 2009 held at 7:00 p.m. at

830 Whitewater Avenue, 

St. Charles, Minnesota

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Councilmen:

John Schaber

Dave Braun (absent)
Orv Dahl 
Wayne Getz 
Mayor Bill Spitzer 

STAFF PRESENT:

Nick Koverman, City Administrator

Bill Eckles, Police Chief

Kyle Karger, Public Works Supt.
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Craig Hilmer (St. Charles Press).
ESTABLISH QUORUM/CALL TO ORDER

Quorum was established with Mayor Spitzer calling the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL of the AGENDA 

Motion to approve the agenda: John Schaber
Seconded by: Orv Dahl
Motion carried.
NOTICES and COMMUNICATIONS
-Admin. Koverman reviewed the various communications.

-Library Minutes of September 14, 2009 were reviewed 
OLD BUSINESS:

1). Crime Free Housing. Craig Hilmer presented the numbers compiled by the Chief of Police and showed that if compared as a percentage of 100 calls that relatively speaking calls to apartments were more. In general he could estimate that the crime rate was low overall, but relatively speaking higher for apartments. However it was noted that zero calls were made for burglary or fights and assaults at apartment houses. Councilman Schaber asked if it would be possible to ascertain the total number of rental units as determined by the number of utility meters in order get as accurate information as possible.
2). Library Reconciliation. Admin. Koverman discussed a spreadsheet provided by Mrs. Huinker that highlighted the past expenditures with regard to the library expansion and the shortage. In addition aid to the library in 2007 was over $10,000 less than projected while utility costs soared. Overlap in library staff schedules also played into the over spending, but the brunt was the library expansion as well as a $12,850 transfer to pay for the crocks. Admin. Koverman expressed that a plan has been devised to pay off the $54,977 with the start of cashing in an investment of $19,626 which matures on 12/27/2010. The remaining balance would need to be a conscious effort of a 36 to 60 month plan to reduce the debt through permanent cuts. Admin. Koverman expressed that he would look for a recommendation from the Library Board before bringing a formal proposal.
NEW BUSINESS:

3). City Land Sale. Supt. Karger discussed a potential option of selling land owned by the City at 1058 Sherwood Road just south of Well#4 to help pay for the cost of the repair to the Old Valley Road. The potential lot could be rezoned to R-1 (Residential District) with the opportunity for up to four lots. Initial comments from the Council found the idea to make sense, but that they would wait until the following meeting to make a final determination. It was agreed that rezoning the property before listing the property would probably be in the best interest of the process. Council will visit the site individually and it will be revisited at the next meeting. It was estimated that the cost of the sale could be as much between $40,000-$60,000.
4). 100 Years of the Fair. Mayor Spitzer asked Council to begin thinking of various projects or ideas to help celebrate 100 Years of the Fair. He offered the following ideas to the Council: joint fireworks, geo cashing, a commemorative coin, serving cake, and trying to see if the railroad would bring a train down. Councilman Schaber offered hosting a dunk tank with proceeds to go to potentially the fair.  The Council will consider various options and discuss it at a later date.
Motion to adjourn at 7:47 p.m.

Motion to adjourn: Wayne Getz
Seconded by: Orv Dahl
Motion declared carried.

                                                                                    ___________________________________








William J. Spitzer, Mayor

ATTEST:
__________________________________________

Nick Koverman, City Administrator
