Library Board Meeting Minutes
April 7, 2008
 
MEMBERS PRESENT

Janis Martin, Sharon Anderson, Elizabeth Ellson, Willa Olivier, Jane Ryan, John Schaber, Debbie Spitzer, Librarian Sharon Grossardt and City Administrator Nick Koverman 
MEMBERS ABSENT

Jill Mueller, Kathryn Phelps
President Janis Martin called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
BOARD MINUTES

The Board approved the minutes of the February 11, 2008 meeting on a motion by Debbie Spitzer, seconded by Willa Olivier. Motion declared carried. 

REPORTS FROM SELCO / FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

Librarian Grossardt reported on the April 1st SELCO Advisory Committee meeting. Primary topics of discussion were the SELCO/SELS structure study recommendations, the new strategic plan, and the FY2009 budget. Sesquicentennial Banner activities in the region were shared also.

Friends will meet some time in April or May.

FINANCIAL & CIRCULATION REPORTS

The Petty Cash and Circulation reports for January were approved on a motion by John Schaber, seconded by Liz Ellson. Motion declared carried. 
BUILDING UPDATE

None of the outside lights set in the lawn are working, and some have been broken from their mounts as a result of being kicked. Nick Koverman said that Don’s Electric has been contacted about options and quotes for canopy-mounted lighting.

Sharon Grossardt reported that we will be purchasing a trash receptacle for the lobby, since people may have food there, as well as one for outside. She also asked about having the lawn dethatched.
PROGRAMMING
The Sesquicentennial Banner was at the library on March 24th and 25th. We had a short program to welcome it, and the Friends of the Library served refreshments. Teri Winters brought her 5th grade class, and several of the students wrote in the journal accompanying the banner. We received coverage in both the St. Charles Press and the Rochester Post-Bulletin.
GIFTS, BEQUEST
Sharon Grossardt reported that Joel Haskard, the speaker at our sustainability forum in January had declined his honorarium and requested that the $300 be sent to us to be used for purchasing materials about energy. We have received the check from SELS.
The library has been informed that we will receive a bequest from John Logan’s estate.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IDEAS

The Board brainstormed about future possibilities. Ideas discussed included:


- An expansion to the north for a genealogical/local history center


- An outdoor performance area


- Recognition for notable residents, e.g. Carl Fischer, Art Donahue, etc. This could tie 

  into a local history center and/or special collections

- Something celebrating local diversity, various groups living in this area

- Focus on building special collections, e.g. materials on gardening, tolerance/diversity, 

  etc.

LIBRARY USE POLICIES
Librarian Grossardt said there has been some concern about noise and rowdiness in the library, particularly between 3 and 5 pm. A library use policy emphasizing appropriate behavior and respect for the library, other people, and materials would probably be a good idea. She will get samples of such policies from other sites.

The computer and Internet use policy needs to be updated, particularly since wireless has been added.

ANNUAL REPORT
Librarian Grossardt distributed copies of the 2007 public library report, which she must submit to the Minnesota Department of Education. The motion was made by Jane Ryan, seconded by Debbie Spitzer, that the report be approved. Motion carried.  
OTHER
Sharon Grossardt gave a brief report on the Public Library Association conference. Handouts for many of the sessions are available online at  http://www.placonference.org/handoutspage.cfm
Janis Martin appointed Jane Ryan, Willa Olivier, Liz Ellson, and Sharon Anderson to an ad hoc committee to study/plan a February fundraiser modeled on the Rochester library’s “Wit, Wisdom, and Wine” affair.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. on a motion by John Schaber.

