Library Board Meeting Minutes
June 9, 2008
 
MEMBERS PRESENT

Janis Martin, Sharon Anderson, Elizabeth Ellson, Jill Mueller, Kay Phelps, Jane Ryan, Librarian Sharon Grossardt and City Administrator Nick Koverman 
MEMBERS ABSENT

Willa Olivier, John Schaber, Debbie Spitzer
President Janis Martin called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm.
BOARD MINUTES

The Board approved the minutes of the April 7, 2008 meeting on a motion by Jill Mueller, seconded by Jane Ryan. Motion declared carried. 

REPORTS FROM SELCO / FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

Librarian Grossardt will attend a SELCO Advisory Committee on Tuesday.

Liz Ellson reported on the April 29th meeting of the Friends of the Library. For many years Friends have sent postcards to parents of newborns inviting them to the library to choose a free book for the baby. Because of increasing difficulty of finding contact information, they will cease this program, although new board books will continue to be kept at the library for staff to distribute. Instead, Friends plan to distribute books to children as part of the pre-school screening program.  

  .

FINANCIAL & CIRCULATION REPORTS

The Petty Cash and Circulation reports for April and May were approved on a motion by Liz Ellson, seconded by Kay Phelps. Motion declared carried. 
BUILDING UPDATE

The quote from Don’s Electric was reviewed, and the functionality of the exterior lighting was discussed. Rope lighting has been hooked up on a temporary basis, and Board members were encouraged to view it at night. Motion sensor lights at the door and book return were mentioned, and Administrator Koverman will get further information on them.
Sharon Grossardt reported that trash receptacles for the lobby and outside have been installed and are being used. Friends are ordering a bicycle rack.
Librarian Grossardt said there was vandalism in the men’s restroom, with the toilet paper holder being ripped off the wall.
FURNISHINGS/CHILDREN’S AREA
The proposed mural for the children’s area was discussed. Board consensus was that it is time to move on to other options for doing it. A motion was made by Jill Mueller, seconded by Jane Ryan, that Janis Martin approach the Wednesday and Thursday evening adult art classes and see if they would be interested in creating the mural. Motion declared carried.

Janis Martin will talk to Laura Kirby.
COLLECTION UPDATE
Sharon Grossardt reported that the DVDs have been cataloged and are circulating well. There are about 150 in the collection so far. Friends bought 52, about 30 were donated, and we have purchased the rest. We are continuing to add to the collection and welcome suggestions for purchase.

LIBRARY USE POLICY
The Board looked at policies from six libraries and discussed what they liked and disliked about them. Jill Mueller volunteered to draft a model policy for review at next month’s meeting.
FUNDRAISER UPDATE
Liz Ellson shared information about the Rochester Public Library Foundation’s annual Wit, Wisdom & Wine Gala. Money was raised through ticket sales and a silent auction. Nick Koverman said the Chamber of Commerce is eager to work with groups promoting events. February 7th was chosen as a tentative date.
Other activities, possibly in conjunction with Gladiolus Days or the mural dedication, were also discussed. 

SELCO/SELS REPRESENTATIVE
Jane Ryan’s first term on the SELCO/SELS Board of Directors is expiring in July. She is willing to serve a second 3-year term. Jill Mueller made the motion, seconded by Liz Ellson, that Jane continue as the St. Charles representative to the Board. Motion declared carried.  

OTHER
Nick Koverman reported briefly on the legislative session. Local government aid (LGA) will increase. The Legislature inadvertently eliminated maintenance of effort requirements for counties, which could drastically reduce library funding. This was not their intention, and they plan to rectify the situation in January. Counties have been advised not to slash funding because of this glitch.  

Sharon Grossardt has been in contact with the Great River Shakespeare Festival about their ticket checkout program.  
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. on a motion by Jill Mueller.

