Library Board Meeting Minutes
May 11, 2009
 
MEMBERS PRESENT

Debbie Spitzer, Sharon Anderson, David Braun, Elizabeth Ellson, Kay Phelps, Jane Ryan, Daniel White, City Administrator Nick Koverman, and Librarian Sharon Grossardt
MEMBERS ABSENT

Jill Mueller, Willa Olivier
President Debbie Spitzer called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm.
BOARD MINUTES

The Board approved the minutes of the April 13, 2009 meeting on a motion by Dan White, seconded by Liz Ellson. Motion declared carried. 

REPORTS FROM SELCO / SELCO LIBRARY FOUNDATION / FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

Librarian Grossardt will attend a SELCO Technology Users Group meeting tomorrow. Major topics at the April 14th SELCO Advisory Committee meeting were SELCO budget and organization. 
The SELCO Library Foundation will meet later this month. 
Jane Ryan and Liz Ellson reported on the May 7th Friends meeting. The annual used book sale is scheduled for October 29th and 30th. Janis Martin hopes to have the mural completed by then. 
FINANCIAL & CIRCULATION REPORTS

The Petty Cash and Circulation reports for April and the corrected Petty Cash report for March were approved on a motion by Kay Phelps, seconded by Dave Braun. Motion declared carried. 
BEQUEST DISPOSITION

A motion was made by Jane Ryan, seconded by Dan White, that the John Logan bequest be moved into the SELCO Library Foundation short term investment account. Motion declared carried. 

Brief discussion was held regarding possible uses of the Foundation funds. Librarian Grossardt said SELCO has a program for leasing PCs for 3 years in lieu of purchasing new computers. Nick Koverman mentioned the donor recognition tree. Further discussion will be held at the June meeting.  
BUILDING UPDATE

Librarian Grossardt said there was some bubbling on the roof as a result of the North Star fire. Nick Koverman said it has been submitted to insurance, and repairs will probably be done locally. There has also been some vandalism in the restrooms and outside by the bookdrop. 

OLA PUBLIC LIBRARY STUDY
Sharon Grossardt reported that the Office of the Legislative Auditor will study public libraries later this year. Possible evaluation issues include organization and funding of Minnesota libraries, whether funding is equitable throughout the state, governance and oversight, access, and the role of the regional public library systems and the Department of Education.  
PROGRAMMING IDEAS
Librarian Grossardt said there is funding available for an event featuring an author nominated for this year’s Minnesota Book Awards. Libraries may be reimbursed for up to $500 if awarded a grant. The event must be held by October 31st. A motion was made by Dan White, seconded by Jane Ryan, that we apply for the grant. Motion declared carried. Board consensus was that a children’s author would be most desirable, ideally for September or October. 
FUNDRAISING IDEAS 

As part of the SELCO Special Consultants Project, local workshops are offered to library boards, Friends, and community groups seeking advice on a variety of fundraising strategies and activities. A motion was made by Dave Braun, seconded by Dan White, that we request a workshop. Motion declared carried. Jane Ryan will contact SELCO about scheduling.
Jane Ryan reported that Tim Walz has been contacted about speaking at an event during Gladiolus Days.
OTHER
Liz Ellson requested that we brainstorm about ideas to encourage children to read, particularly in partnership with the elementary school. We will do this at the June meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. on a motion by Dave Braun, seconded by Dan White. Motion declared carried.
