Library Board Meeting Minutes
September 14, 2009
 
MEMBERS PRESENT

Debbie Spitzer, Sharon Anderson, David Braun, Elizabeth Ellson, Jane Ryan, City Administrator Nick Koverman, and Librarian Sharon Grossardt
MEMBERS ABSENT

Jill Mueller, Willa Olivier, Kay Phelps, Daniel White 
President Debbie Spitzer called the meeting to order at 6:50 pm.
BOARD MINUTES

The Board approved the minutes of the August 10, 2009 meeting on a motion by Liz Ellson, seconded by David Braun. Motion declared carried. 

REPORTS FROM SELCO / SELCO LIBRARY FOUNDATION / FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

Librarian Grossardt reported on the September 8th automation users group meeting. There was explanation of some of the new databases available through the MnKnows portal, as well as a vendor demonstration of a printer that could be used with a wireless internet connection. The SELCO AquaBrowser implementation is stalled while the vendor figures out how to display individual library holdings.
Liz Ellson reported that the Friends’ project (distributing books at preschool screening) was not selected as one of the five possible award-winners to be presented at the Minnesota Library Association conference. They will be meeting within the next month to plan the annual book/bake sale.  
FINANCIAL & CIRCULATION REPORTS

The Petty Cash and Circulation reports for August were approved on a motion by Jane Ryan, seconded by Liz Ellson. Motion declared carried. 
LIBRARY FUND SHORTFALL
Nick Koverman said the library fund is $54,977 in the red and provided a brief overview. The budget has largely been on track, but revenues have not covered budgeted expenses. At the October meeting, Board will discuss cashing in library investments (about $19,000) toward the funding gap.
FUNDRAISING – WISH LIST AND PRIORITIES

Sharon Grossardt distributed preliminary information about PC leasing through SELCO. Firm figures will be available in October. She also will have our regular monthly automation fee figure, and Nick will have information on the city’s computer purchasing.

Nick Koverman shared information about leasing a new copier with color capability.

Sharon Grossardt mentioned extending some of the shelving sections. Liz Ellson has a contact who could provide some information.
PROGRAMMING
Liz Ellson shared a birthday letter that will be given to schoolchildren in St. Charles. A library card application is attached, and the child can get a special bookmark at the library. Copies of the letter will also be given to the Lewiston-Altura and Dover-Eyota districts. Debbie Spitzer suggested that we could display photos of the new readers.

Liz Ellson also reported on STAR (St. Charles Teachers As Readers) Saturdays. A local teacher will come to the library the first Saturday of the month, October through May, and read or share books in some way. Teri Winters will be here on October 3rd at 10:30.
OTHER
A motion was made by Jane Ryan, seconded by Liz Ellson, that Sharon Grossardt be permitted to attend the Minnesota Library Association’s annual conference in St. Cloud from October 14th-16th. Motion declared carried.
The next Board meeting will be October 12th.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned on a motion by Jane Ryan, seconded by Dave Braun. Motion declared carried.
