MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC WORKS MEETING MAY 14, 2009
The public works committee met at 4:00 p.m. on May 14, 2009.

Members Present

Members Absent

Others Present

David Kramer


Orv Dahl


Kristine Huinker
Kyle Karger


Wayne Fix


Jan Nessler


Jim Braun


Dave Braun


Jim Nienow

Rick Engstrom

Approval of the Agenda:

Motion to approve: Kyle Karger

Seconded by: Rick Engstrom
Motion carried

Approval of the December 4, 2008 minutes, with date correction noted 
Approved by David Kramer
Seconded by Kyle Karger
Motion carried.

Business Items:
a. Update:  Dale Gathje was invited to give board members more information on his 7th phase.  Mr. Gathje was not present.  However, Kyle Karger spoke with Mr. Gathje and was informed that there are no updates or immediate plans to develop the 7th phase.  Rick Engstrom requested to strike the item from the agenda until future plans were presented by Mr. Gathje.   

Motion:  Rick Engstrom


Seconded by David Kramer.
Motion declared carried.

b. Jan Nessler and Jim Nienow were present to discuss a runoff problem at Hillside Cemetery.  A runoff problem exists from the storm water holding pond in the Whispering Hills subdivision, and it is cutting a gully though the valley going toward the cemetery, affecting the road.  Kyle Karger asked where the overflow problem is located, because it needs to be fixed.   Kyle Karger also mentioned that the road is designed at an inversion angle, looking like it was designed to accommodate this type of water flow.  Rick Engstrom discussed that the Whispering Hills subdivision ponds were designed to prevent a large flow of water; the pond catches the rain and releases at a rate that is similar to the rate prior to the development of the Whispering Hills subdivision.  Engstrom suggested that the washout needs to be fixed however, with rip-rap.   The City has to meet MPCA guidelines, and the current design adheres to the current guidelines with no change on the drainage plan.  Karger stated that in previous discussions with the Cemetery Association, the city offered to pay half of the cost of a pipe through the cemetery.  At that time the Cemetery Association was unwilling to pay the second half of the cost.  Jim Nienow stated the Cemetery is still unwilling to pay one half, because the Association feels it is a City problem.  Nienow stated he has tried to fill the gully with dirt and gravel with no success.  David Kramer stated the Cemetery would have more runoff by bare land than with houses and driveways and streets.  Kramer stated that natural drainage ways exist and the City is not responsible for updating or preventing drainage.  Kramer suggested that when the new road is constructed, a waterway should be constructed as part of the plan.  Jan Nessler stated that runoff used to be spread throughout the hillside; now it is being channeled through a single gulley, so the new road will not be able to last as long as the previous road has.   Kyle Karger stated that he is willing to repair the dam if needed, and repair ruts with rip-rap to try and get it to disburse out instead of channeling though the gulley.  Hillside agreed to try this repair.  David Kramer again suggested designing a waterway when the new road is planned.  A motion was made by Kyle Karger to repair overflow and lay rock and rip-rap to attempt to repair the water channel.


Motion to table: Kyle Karger

Seconded by: Rick Engstrom
Motion declared carried.

c. The 2009 Development Standards were reviewed.  Several recommendations were presented by David Kramer.  Kyle Karger and Rick Engstrom will go through the changes discussed and update the book before council review.  

d.
Public Works Projects – Kyle Karger listed several projects the public works crew 
is working on:

· seal coating the golf course

· reclaiming and redoing 13th Street from Whitewater to St. Charles Avenue  patching streets from water and sewer repairs

· Faith Lutheran storm sewer project

· culvert on 5th Street by Whitewater Hotel to be installed by Pearson

Karger mentioned that the Whitewater River cleaning is almost complete; the crew widened the stream and cleared trees.  This project was 80% paid for by a Winona County grant. 

Jon Speltz and Red Soppa will be donating the use of their equipment or money to widen a narrow sport in the river channel by the City shop to help prevent backups and flooding.  

A Jet-Vac truck was purchased in order to allow the City to clean the lines, instead of contracting out for this.  Karger stated the annual cost for a contractor is around $25,000.  In addition, the City crew will be able to clean the storm sewers.

A weed sprayer was purchased; a member of the City crew will be sent to 
get 
licensed to operate the sprayer and handle chemicals.  David Kramer 
mentioned the 
thistle problem on 4th Street.

f.
David Kramer expressed concern over the lighting south to I-90.  Kyle Karger 
stated that this type of lighting was recommended by MN DOT.  Karger also 
stated that eventually additional lighting may be added when budget allows.  
Karger suggested a different head could be placed in order to display a wider 
pattern.  His concern, however, was that residents didn’t want bright lighting in 
their front yards, so he compromised and purchased the current lighting.


Motion to adjourn at 6:00 p.m.


Motion to approve: Rick Engstrom

Seconded by: Jim Braun

Motion declared carried.

