
HISTORY	OF	ST.	CHARLES	
The City of St. Charles, named for Saint Charles of Italy, was founded in the 
winter of 1854.  
The City lies in a fertile valley. Early settlers were first drawn to the area be-
cause of the Whitewater River, the beauty of the surrounding limestone bluffs, 
and the richness of the land.  
In 1864, the first railroad tracks crossed the city limits, connecting St. Charles 
with neighboring Winona.  
Electric power illuminated the city in December of 1903, with the first currents of 
electricity brightening the bulbs of St. Charles’ 70th Christmas. 1903 was also 
the year a tornado hit the city, killing eight of its inhabitants.  
The first automobile to travel the city streets arrived in 1904. U.S. Highway 14 
was completed in the early 1930’s while Interstate 90 graced the city’s southern 
edge in the early 1970’s. Gateway to the Whitewater Valley, the city now boasts 
a population of over 3,700.  
St. Charles welcomes you to Gladiolus Days. Thanks for helping us celebrate 
our biggest event of the summer! 

By Doug Rock 
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GLADIOLUS DAYS  •  August 18th - 25th, 2019 
 

 August 18th – Sunday 
1 pm Little Miss Gladiolus Days Pageant SCES Theater 
5 pm Jr. Miss Gladiolus Days Pageant SCES Theater 
 
 August 19th – Monday 
8 am Treasure Hunt (16 & Under) City Hall 
8 am Prairie Fire Children’s Theater “Registration” SCES Theater 
7 pm Teen Miss Gladiolus Days Pageant SCES Theater 
 
 August 21st – Wednesday 
5 pm – 8 pm What’s on Wednesday’s City Hall Park 

 Car Show, Blue Moon Band, Food & Market Vendors, Inflatables 
4 pm – 7 pm Ice Cream Sundaes/Cones City Hall Park 
5 pm – 8 pm Girl Scout Rock Painting Project City Hall Park 
 (St. Charles Girls Scout Troop #44474) 
5 pm – ? Ice Cream Social St. Matthew Lutheran Church 
7 pm American Flag Retirement Service   City Hall Park 
7 pm – 10 pm Teen Dance Moose Lodge 
 
 August 22nd – Thursday 
5 pm – 7 pm Baked Potato Bar Supper ($5.00) Moose Lodge 
7:30 pm Moose Lodge Comedy Show Moose Lodge 
 
 August 23rd – Friday 
8 am – 4 pm City Wide Rummage Sale Throughout the City 
10 am – 5 pm Sidewalk Sales Main Street 
11 am – 2 pm Hot Dog Fundraiser (for SC Area Foundation) Merchants Bank 
Noon Window Contest Judging Main Street 
1 pm “500” Card Party ($5 = Lunch & Prizes) Senior Center 
5 pm Food Vendors Fairgrounds 
5 pm – 8 pm Inflatable Bounce Houses Fairgrounds 
5:30 pm Tractor Parade Main Street 
7 pm Water Wars Fairgrounds 
7 pm Prairie Fire Children's Theater “Midsummer Night’s Dream” SCES Theater 
7 pm Bucket Brigade Contest (Fire Dept.) Fairgrounds 
 
 August 24th – Saturday 
8 am – Until Gone Glads for Sale At the Stop Light 
8 am – 4 pm City Wide Rummage Sale Throughout the City 
8 am Co-Ed Volleyball Tournament City Park 
8 am Men's Softball Tournament City Park 
9 am 3 Mile Run/Walk Race SCHS Track 
9 am – 7 pm 12th Annual Tractor Show Fairgrounds 
9 am – 5 pm Model Train Railroad Show Fairgrounds 
10 am – 5 pm Craft/Flea Market Fairgrounds 
10 am – 5 pm Rural Heritage Museum Open House Fairgrounds 
10 am “Markie Fun Run” (Field Events) SCHS Track 
10:30 am “Markie Fun Run” (Races) SCHS Track 
11 am Food Vendors Fairgrounds 
11 am Water Wars Fairgrounds 
11 am – 8 pm Inflatable Bounce Houses Fairgrounds 
11 am – 7 pm Grilled Chicken Dinner Del's Café 

 August 24th – Saturday (cont.) 
Noon AMA Sanctioned Flat Track Motorcycle Racing Fairgrounds 
Noon 1860’s Baseball Game (Roosters vs. Hayseeds) Fairgrounds 
1 pm Prairie Fire Children's Theater “Midsummer Night’s Dream”  SCES Theater 
 “Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
2 pm – 4 pm Family Bingo Moose Lodge 
3 pm – 6 pm Family Mud Run & Obstacle Course Fairgrounds 
4 pm – 6 pm Bandana’s Band Fairgrounds 
6:15 pm – 8:15 pm Ravens Fire Band (Celtic Folk) Fairgrounds 
7 pm – 8 pm The Looney Lutherans (Family Fun Show) SCES Theater 
8:30 pm – 12:30 am Street Dance “Diesel Drive” Moose Lodge Parking Lot 

 
 August 25th – Sunday 
8 am – Until Gone Glads for Sale At the Stop Light 
8 am – Noon Lions Club Pancake Breakfast Fairgrounds 
8 am Men's Softball Tournament City Park 
9 am – 4 pm Rural Heritage Museum Open House Fairgrounds 
9 am – 4 pm 12th Annual Tractor Show Fairgrounds 
9 am – 4 pm Model Train Railroad Show Fairgrounds 
9 am – 3 pm Car & Motorcycle Show Fairgrounds 
10 am – 4 pm Rural Heritage Museum Open House Fairgrounds 
10 am – 4 pm Craft/Flea Market Fairgrounds 
10 am Pedal Tractor Pull (4 years old & up) Fairgrounds 
11 am Veterans Park Dedication 11th St/Whitewater Ave 
11 am – 5 pm Food Vendors Fairgrounds 
11 am – 7 pm Grilled Chicken Dinner Del's Café 
Noon – 1 pm Queen's Tea Party Aquatic Center Pavilion 
Noon Water Wars Fairgrounds 
Noon – 5 pm Inflatable Bounce Houses Fairgrounds 
1 pm GRAND PARADE High School/Route 
3 pm Horse Show/Games Fairgrounds Arena 
3 pm – 4 pm Turkey River All-Stars Fairgrounds 
4 pm “Kiss the Pig” Contest Fairgrounds 

 
CHECK AT THE INFORMATION BOOTH FOR ANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES!!! 

 
Event Prices 
 
Gladiolus Days Pageant (Sunday & Monday Night) ………… $5.00  (Free with a Button) 
 
Teen Dance (Wednesday Night)………………………………. $5.00  (Free with a Button) 
 
Moose Lodge Comedy Show 
(Thursday Night)……………………….. Advanced Tickets - $10.00, At the Door - $15.00 
 
Prairie Fire Children's Theater - “Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
(Friday & Saturday)…………………………….. $5.00, Students - $3.00, Preschool - Free 
  
AMA Sanctioned Flat Track Motorcycle Racing (Grand Stand Only) 
(Saturday Afternoon)……………………………..... $5.00 At the Gate (Free with a Button) 
 
The Looney Lutherans (Family Fun Show) 
(Saturday Night)…………………………………. $6.00, Ages 5-12 - $4.00, Under 5 - Free 
 
Street Dance - “Diesel Drive”  (Saturday Night)………………. $5.00 (Free with a Button) 


